
tarch 28 
1950

Doar '¡'ally and Gaps-
$Iay I send you a joint letter?

Sets, and I arc back from a weeks trip cut on the 
reservation and wo found inch of interest» of distress» 
and of hope for tho things wo want to got this 
sunior. I can hardly think of this Tlavaho book 
without aetsy, for it was through her and the nursing 
work she did in ono region, that arroused ny own 
interest in the Savahos. Wo went back to her old 
haunts last week, Wo found many of the Indians whom 
either ono or both of use-know. The reception Botsy 
got was vo y touching, after sixteen years* Some 
Indians imodiatoly began asking for nodi cine, or 
relating all their symptoms. Then wo found that there 
has never boon any nodical aid. in that area since 
booty left in 1934* If the -Indians can get in to 
Shiprock, all well and. good, otherwi: e no* We had 
presents showered on us by one particular family, 
friends of“both of us. A prehistoric dipper found 
in tie Red Rock area, a turquoise ring, a beautiful 
belt. 'Wo found them much less shy about pictures, 
and. /G both felt that we would have littlo difficulty 
in getting much that I want. One particular medieihe 
man was away, but wo know that by now he knows we 
wero there, and we have every reason to think he will 
be really cooperative* Vo found the country suffering 
from oxcossivo drought. Mo snow.this winter. The Indains 
not oven planting whout and returning thd r coed to 
the traders, .o found the roads exceptionally good 
and wore aciasod to find the places we could get to 
easily where a few years ago it was next to impossible. 
As I see the picture now, I should like to work in 
three or four areas during tho summer. hotting up camp 
and staying for two weeks or more, Wo think we can 
get TeSbltehal pictures through this medicine man, it 
will be a question of cementing friendship first and 
possibly a few dollars. { I rogret to say) John Collier 
tells no that he did some sand paintings by paying to 
have- ono made for Ilia, which is fair enough, and 1 shall 
budget for the same. Shen for craft pictures, I think 
the ¡ido Ruins area will be best. Sere 1 have tho offer 
of the use of Bill Lippincott’s darkroom and I know 
their cooperation. Then I want to work in tho Monument 
Valley, and ITavaho Mountain area. As I see the book 
now, it will need about twenty landscapes, for variety



well as cvnbolisa, ( the four sacred fountains)Sd to ah« tS SS of oornt^ 1» which the llajahoa 
■’•tvs. There can be some spectacular ones from the 
Canyon da Cholly, monument Valley, 1
Proa Shiprock areq, some desolate ones from the ea^t 
section. trading posts and traders oust oe included, 
no violl as schools,* and what hospitals and work - 
find for the TRA3S1TI0S section* .'-any sections of nix 
this have boon done, of course, but nothing that x have 
boon able to find fo the whole picture, nor sufficiently 
pcitorial. .o hoar too, with interest, of the ex­
periment of moving 1:00 families. to a newly created 
reservación down the Colorado River at Parker* fhe 
whites toll us that they are doing well, the Indians 
told us that they wore desperately homesick*

Wmb has inter seed mo is to find the differences 
brought about by the past sixteen years not only in 
the country, the indalns, the agiencies, out also 
in nyself In reaction to It all* There qertftinly is a 
book here to be done, and I am more convinced -nan 
ever, since this trip, that it will be only a short 
tine before most traces of the old life are gone*

1 know that you, Wally, are concerned about the text* 
Right now a am deep in reading of research material 
to have a better knowledge of the old religion and 
customs. and all the things I need to knos before 
r£>lnp out again. I want Setsy to got a share in this 
somehow, either as collaborationist, or wherever you 
suggest, for if. it handht boo for her taking that 
field nursing job, • would never have gotten ray early 
pictures, and many of her' experiencies wore of "rest 
interest. I feel sure that they can boon worked in. 
Much. that is of particular interest is our personal 
contacts with these people, the funny as well as often 
serious thiig s we encounter. what cencersn me is now 
to bring this in without a complete break is style* 
This nay solve Itsief as it shapes up*

Since this trip, 2 feel much more confident that 1 
Could have this ready for you by .’arch 15th, 1951. 
U h the exception of some winter sceenes and other 
winter or late fall ceremonies, should get the 
major part done this sirnor.
If you are waiting for this letter before drawing up 
the contract, I hope that .all the above information 
will answer any questions you may have*.



I shall nood an advance again in as much that X 
will not have any rotum on RIG GLARES before hay»
And spooking of It, X saw Jorry Clemons on tho streofc
yesterday, 'n a very friendly frame of mind* Said
they had sold five books last nook. (There ano
hardly any tourists In town)« Ho soomod pleased ovor thio»

,’orrisd ovor y nr drive -art, «ally. Did you hit 
a dost sto^ra in Texas? It has boon frightful hors 
for several days and it looks iSse a vary dry year*

As to my car, tho reservation roads are vey good«
If I nood to got way off the boaten track there is 
always a Havaho wagon which has two benefits» Qno 
getting th re, tho other that the hiring of sane, will 
incroano friendliness*

,y boat wishes to eno and all,

Moot sincerely

«3. .onld you ask '"••orotky Farr to send no some of 
by ring binders?
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