
íarxh 11, 
1950

r Charlo3 A, Poorco,
Duell,Sloan & Poarco, Inc»
270 Madison Ave««,
Hew York, H»Y.

Dear Gap:—
Sorry« I didn’t understand that you wa tod an 

outline bofore drawing up tho contract, though if 1 
had stopped to think I should have known that you mst 
have iti" And I havent answered you? letter by return 
mail because there has bom a Ejecting scheduled here 
for a talk by'under Secretary Warn© on Indian proplena» 
and I was very anxious to hear ollthat he had to say 
before writing you» Tho mooting was extremely interesting. 
And it seems that at long last tho Havaho re-habilitation 
program is through« This will make for ouch of Interest 
in many ways on tho reservation this summer# And last 
night a delegation from Taos camo down to ask the Secretary 
sone questions» There has boon an internal split up 
there and much trouble because sorao of the young non, 
particularly those who wore in the array, want to got 
control of the government of tho puoblo» The, have boon 
bitterly opposed by the older non, of-courso, who resist 
Change# The Governor, t io hoad council nan and an in­
terpreter got up before the audience to ask the Secretary 
three questions { it took over half an hour}» I wish 
you could have seen their oarnostness, their seriousness,
their formality, and above all tho clear way their statod 
their probIon»

I ncloso herewith a tentative outline of the Havaho • 
book» It will, however be eno of flux, for changes are 
coning rapidly and'with the now program on will cone nor© 
quickly still, for the liavaho can adapt hinsolf ox- 
trendy quickly» lay concern will be getting sufficient 
material for he section on TRADITION. Bit this is as X 
see it at the nononfc.

I-had a letter from'ISary Goodwin early in February 
from Mexico City and in it she said that they would be 
In Arizona early in .March but wouln not have tine to cone 
to Santa Fe, Then I wired tho office for his Arizona address, 
I thought that they were to bo in Arizona oarlier than 
this,« So, I finally wrote to Mexico City, but I havo never 
hoard a word» I do want to talk with Wally as to foraat
typo, number of pagos, ote. before,.! get into this too



far. locauso this book will be concentrated one as to
research, it should not take as long as tho Rio by many
months PROVIDED I an not frustrated too badly in obtaining
tho pictures for TRADITloii section, old customs etc«
One happy circonstance is that tho Indian who is chief
of tho Havaho Tribal Council- is an old friend of kine,
I have known hin since 1925, and I bollovô ’that I can
get much help fron hin*

Next xjoakf 1 shall nnko a quick run over into the reser­
vation somowhero to get sore lariblng pictures. I have been
waiting hoping to hear fron Wally, and also to clean the
àlate hero at hone* Then return and get ready to rent
my house for the sunnor, and move over to spend nr oh
of the time in car and tent,* I shall make every effort
to do tMs Job and have it ready for you by Juno 1951,
so we can got in on tho Christmas market of that year*
( It will probably take another year!) but that is my
goal. A good deal of. the material I did whilo working
with my friend Elisabeth Forster when she was a field nurse
on the reservation in 1932—55, I will be able to use*
/lid also much of her material which was contained in the
letters, she tried to have published* She is living with
me here now, has made a miracle recovery from polio-onconh-
olitis, and though not strong enough for a fulltim job,
has been here helping mo. She is all onthousod over this
book and her know lodge and understanding of the Havahos
will be abig holp I know* "/idle I rogrot deeply that her
own effort novor materialised, I also ronli o what was
tho matter with it* It lacked continuity, sequence,
and above all, she so obliterated her own work that it
was left too much like an ethnologists report without
his suffi aient training* Sono of hor experiences i can
use I an sure*

«
hoe RIO SHARDS continue its good record? It must be nearly
tine for a reprint IF the first edition was 5000* I have
askod that question novo al times but still dent know
how many copies woro printed* This was ono tho major
things I want to tails to //ally about. If I hoar from
hin in the next few days-, I will drive down to intercept
thorn on thier eastward drive* An hour’s talk would be
a groat holp* Tho ’O aro a few small changes to make
in a new edition which will not involve much by re—
arrango.Tont* I will not go Into this here but send it
along in a few days If I do not hear from «ally*
This brings my very host wishes to all of you i

'lost sincerely



March 11 
1950

far. Ac this book will bo a concentrated one, ns fa? as 
research goos, it should not take no as long as tho Rio 
Grando by many months provided that I do not run into 
too many frustrations in obtaining pictures for the 
section on TRADITION. One happy circumstance is, that the 
Havana ho is non head of tho Tribal Council is an old 
friend of nine-1 have knwon bin since 1925, 1 feel sure
he will bo sympathetic with the project and very helpful.

since starting this lottor, I have heard free Sally, ho 
will bo in Tucson Monday and I shall nako every offort 
to intercept hi3 eastward journey. There are a number 
of things to go over with him, particularly the slight 
ro~arrangement that 1 ho o we can ¡oak© in edition two 
of RIO GRAHDE.

tSiilo I shall nako every possible effort to complete 
this book in fifteen months* tine, 1 dont promise it I 
Ono novor knows tho obstacles, > ?.t nan;, factors will 
contribute to a nor© speody completion on this one.

As you nap be hearing front Vi ally Monday 1 an hurrying 
this into tho air nail so that you will have it tho first 
thing Monday morning.

Thio brings my best wishes to all of you,

Most sincerely



Harás. 11, 
1950

Tentative Outline fop book on tho Navahos. 

xITLiSs Hot yet decided upon»

1 suggest three major sections, with the whole book 
loilovnn ; the pattern sot in the «10 GRAHHB.

HISTORY A condensod section, probbly not xno^a than 
four text pages» Possibly one landscape.

DI a I Oil This should be the major part of the book
containing at least fifteen landscapes» These 
to include tho Sacred fountains, rrayor Kock.

* Canyon do Gholloy, honunent Valley, Shiprock, 
space fop things or places I dont yet 

knou about. Also sono symbolic figure studies, 
union can incorporate meh of the old Havaho religion.

II

III

TKARSITIoH

. anner of life of old tradition» While changes 
are con? ng In sweeping strides right now, there 
—s still much that can be found In out of tho 
14 a«/ placos. Also j. nave mat©’lal ina.de sone 
years ago that has nover b on used.

Activities. ;hnt can be found of old style. 
su, ^-h’ashing xvheat, sheep herding, sheering

w°o1* dyeing and weaving. Silvorsnlthlng, 
ail that I can got of ecty oororaonles. The 
nailing of a sand painting, and If possible sone 
night things of a flro dsneo»

to delude things that go on to-dee?. 
of Havahos as they a ok to

adapt themselves to our way of life. Possibly 
a -ew pictures of the transplanted colony on tho 
Colorado river which sounds extremely Interesting.
¿Sn : Sho?^ Qf1</ with a young Indian facing 
the fuou’e witn white man’s education.

In making all the figure plotu-'os i shall strive for sir-
Havahn« ~°r °^1QractG2*s one finds anong the
t with superb, sone close ups, and a number of figure
ext-4aw bac^ound. And as those people are
a sense of tho word, I hope that
a .en co„o. reproductions can be used. Possibly six.

ina.de
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