
614 Alameda Road, Santa Fe, N.M.
SOth

1946.
Mr. Walter Goodwin,
Due11,Sloan & Pearoe,
270 Be«» on Awe.,
Hew York City.
Dear Wallyt-

For two weeks 1 have been intending 
to wilte you that the books are safely back 
and that I am established again in Santa Fe 
and my dark r>om is nearly ready for work. 1. 
just oouldnt go on in the makeshift way 1 did 
last summer, using the bathroom for a darkroom, 
etc. eto. I finally persuaded my oousln in
whose house 1 am living, to let me fix up a 
storeroom out in the baok. „ The difficulty 
of getting anything done is as difficult as 
usual only much more so. You know Santa Fe, 
and multiply that by about ten and you have 4
present conditions here. Fortunately 1 am 
pretty handy with tools and pipe wrench and 
a shovel else it would be weeks before any**

-7^hlng would be finished« As it is I hope 
to be in working order this week.

First a report oh my long Journey up the 
river. 1 have many negatives waiting now to 
be developed and 1 did sooomp11 eh a lot but I 
also had a lot of disappointments. Weather 
and skies particularly and muoh difficulty as 
far as work in Mexico is concerned. At least 
I have traversed the entire dlstanoe, doing all



that I could. The border towns way down the 
river are pretty discouraging, the worst of all 
possible ilftmants being uppermost. I found
2?*.Zn?anting ?2rder twn* OJl-naga across the 
flvar from Presidio. Both places extremely 
Important as far as the histbry of the river 
goes and geographioly so as they are situated at 
the junction of Conohos River with the Rio 
Grande, But I had a most trying and exasperating 
experience. It is a detour of some 75 miles 
down there from the main highway. As it is 
always advisable to have ones care as empty as 
possible in orossing over, I left exerything 
behind expept my three oameras all loaded and 
ready for business. The U.S. oustoms offioer 
at Presidio refused to let me take any film 
over that was undeveloped or out of a sealed box! 
ihls an understandable war measure but it has 
b^en lifted long agxo, there was no question about 
it at any of the order ports of entry, so there 
i *aa from my changing bag and more
film; It was Good Friday. I leCt my camera
cases ina store and went over empty handed Just

7h8t 0J*naga was llk«« It is charming 
little town, beautifully situated, much going 
on near the ohureh on Good Friday, unspoiled 
n^iTe” and alto«eth9J* 1 saw picture after picture 
and I was very sick over the situation. On
whorîïï3ni-î0 talkad fc0 8®79T*al persons

th Jo«al**y a»d they all adivsed against
working over there at faster time as too good 
a time is usually had by all and they feared 
someunpleasantness from that cause. The



necessity for waiting over at least three haya, 
plus the fact that the weather was bad the 
following day and predicted so for several to come 
made me deolde to move on a leave Ojlnaga for 
the fall, and all local persons assured me that 
Ootober is the best time of year there* As 
1 have a date to week a big Texas cattle round . 
up on Oct.lgth at Marathon, 1 shall get this 
section at that time as well as more work In 
the Big Bend area*

The Mexloo problem has been difficult 
because of the gasoline situation plus the 
most awful blaok market you ever knew* Standed 
tourists wer paying as high as $4* a gal for 
{gas, not pesos but American dollars. $40* and 
»60* for used tires, etc. etc., -1th my old 
oar and being alone 1 Just plain got oold feet 
about getting off the beaten path. If my 
Spanish were not so halting and feeble I might 
have felt otherwise* So my plan now Is to 
go down to BIPaso early in September, find some* 
one who speaks Spanish whom I can hire to go 
with me on the Mexican side In that area*
By that time I am supposed to have ray new oar*
My old one, while still running, has l&8,000 
Biles to its credit, but every so often something 
happens like having ray lights suddenly short . 
out* One of the worst sensations 1 know, and 
this happened to me on the long an lonely r±oad > 
In the BlgBend on the way back to Marathon*
I was able to fix It, but It has ended In 
having to rewire my whole lighting system, the 
wires were Just worn through* So yo see 
problems are pi nty*



I shall work out of SantaFe In completing 
what yet needs to he done on the first part of 
the hook, work on text and he ready to a big 
itlndup trip down river in the fall*

I shall also have to take some time out to" 
earn some neoessary dollars as this whole year 
has been one of outgo with little coming, in and 
everyting costing about twice that one expects*
I believe that 1 am due my second check any 
time now, & I will be needing it soon. Every 
once in a while Iget worried over what this 
job is oosting me and whatth return may be, 
and this Just has to be a book that is tops if 
it is within my ability to make it so* It is 
intensely interesting, and the deeper I get Into 
It the more so it becf9fes and I also realize the 
size of the undertaking. But the big hump is 
over, what remains to be done is one of. refining 
and improving and working for balance. I 
shall write again soon regarding some of the 
commenton the slips in the book. One or two 
that you have indicated ’’out" I hate to see go, 
and there are several questions I shall ask 
just as soon as I have gone over It all again 
more thoroughly. One that I do want to ask 
now before I go up river again is the elimination 
of the Forest Ranger. Do you object to the 
subject In general, the individual, or my pictures? 
The log soallng seems important to me.

.The remaining questions I shall ‘ake up in 
another letter soon.

With best wishes, 1 am

Most sincerely yours.

Please excuse suoh a badly written letter.
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