
of the San Juan River basin. More than one thousand oil and gas 

wells are now operating bringing in revenue, though the peak period 

is past, still the annual royalty of some twelve million dollars, 

is ofcourse of prime importance to the Navaho economy.

On the whole these recent rich earnings from the Departme 

Resources is being wisely used. On some Indian reservatioi 

sudden large sums of money were received, it was distributee. «« 

individuals. This resulted in quick expenditure. The Navaho haVe 

made not only good investments, but have used funds to develop pro­

grams such as the ten day work program, the development of the Tribal 

Park system, various projects to increase water supply, the building 

of the community centers, and many other projects created for the 

benefit of the people. Having known some of the individuals^, who now 

hold such responsible positions (£or nearly twenty yearsl>lt is most 

heartening to see how they have risen to the challenge of their re­

spective departments and the ability they are showing in ifes executive 

posts. Certainly they seem to have the good of the Tribe as a i

at heart, and individual gain seems to be held at a minimum.
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TRIBAL RESOURCES

When the Tr&bal Council voted in 1940 to establish a department
C.W.'SA(MJ

of Resources, the first two on the list were the Saw Mill project.

ana the Arts and Crafts Guild. There are many thousand acres of 
supervision of the

finfe timber on the reservation, and with the United Spates Forest

Service, the Saw Mill project was commenced at a site some forty

miles northwest of Window Rock. Selected trees were cut and brought

to the mill. Some two to three hundred Navaho men were trained in

best methods of handling lumber andAaew*—to preset 
x A

Tut fntaina ligoi Some eighteen million board feet of lumber

were produced per annum at this original site. With an expanded

industry in sight, a new location was selected and a new up-to-date

mill with the finest of modern equipment was built at a site called 
T

NAVAHO, somefifteen miles northeast of Fort Defiance. This new mill 

has more than doubled the former plant. Today there are more than 

four hundred Navaho employed at the mill and some forty odd non- 

Navaho. This fine industry is netting the Tribe an income of .

more than four hundred thousand dollars a year.
A vu. vL- dA;

In 19 ^0 uranium ore was discovered the reservation in the north 

There is a large open pit mine in the Monument Valley

region, and other mines in the northern part of the Lukachukai Mountains.

A processing plant was built at Shiprock by the Kerr-Magee Oil Company, 

with ore being hauled in by truck from the mines. While uranium pro- 

duction has decreased since its peak year in 1962, there is still ore 'Tu^L

being produced and still employment for many Navaho men, and over the 

years since the first discovery of the ore, a very sizable income has 

been received into the Tribal Treasury.

The first oil discovered on the reservation was in 1921 when the 

Continental Oil Co struck oil on the Rattlesnake dome near Shiprock, 

ihfte in 1957 new discoveries were made, also in this northern district

*1



them to understand the necessity for their convalescence. She helped 

produce a motion picture illustrating the cure and prevention of tuber­

culosis, and acted as interpreter for the doctors and as a liaison per-

so nag e tteaww n»—aBW»w^i.MWiaMiC.SWIwd.
whenever one was needed. All this was an heroic task which Annie 

persued vigorously, using her own knowledge and», cboto win 

these many Navaho into acceptance of their condition and the necessity 

for its cure.
I

Annie Wauneka has received numerous awards foi? her achievement.

Prom the Arizona Public Health Association, an award as "outstanding 

worker in public health"; the Josephine B. Hughes Memorial Award 

given byt the Arizona Press Women's Association: the Indian Achievement 

Award, and others. To crown them all, she was one of three women 

named by President John P. Kennedy on July 4, 1963, to receive the 

Medal of Freedom. This was presented to her by President Johnson 

in the White House ceremony on December 6th of that year.

As Annie herself has said, "Now I must work harder than ever", 

and indeed that is what she is doing. With tuberculosis now well 

under control and diminishing, other problems are occupying her at­

tention, such as dysentery among Navaho children, and Alcoholic/An- 

nonymous groups. She has her own radio program, broadcasting 

regularly in the Navaho language from a station in Gallup, reaching 

the many Navaho who today have radios.

One of those rare personalities having complete singleness of 

purpose and the determination and strength to carry it through, Annie 

Wauneka has won the respect and admiration not only of her own 

people, but also of the many doctors, officials and all those with 

whom she has come in contact during her years of service 4n the

Tribal Council



them to understand the necessity for their convalescence. She helped 

produoe a motion picture illustrating the cure and prevention of tuber­

culosis, and acted as Interpreter for the doctors and as a liaison per­

sonage whenever one was needed. All this was an heroic task which 

Annie persued vigorously, using her own knowledge and persuasive powers 

to win these many Navaho into acceptance of their condition and the 

necessity for its cure.

Annie Wauneka has received numerous awards for her achievement.

Prom the Arizona Public Health Association, an award as "outstanding 

worker in public health”; the Josephine B. Hughes Memorial Award, given 

by the Arizona Press Women’s Association, the Indian Achievement 

Award, and other. To orown them all, she was one of three women 

named by President Kdnhady. Kennedy on July 4th 1963, to receive the 

Medal of Freedom. This was presented to her by President Johnson 

in the White House ceremony on December 6th of that year.

As Annie herself has said, "Now I must work harder than ever", and 

indeed that is what she As doing. With tuberculosis now well under 

control and diminishing, other problems are occupying her attention, 

such as dysentery among Navaho children, and Alcoholics Anonymous 

groups. She has her own radio program, broadcasting regularly in the 

Navaho language from a station in Gallup, reaching the many Navaho who 

today have radios.

One of those rare personalities having complete singleness of pur­

pose and the determination and strength to carry it through, Annie 

Wauneka has won the respect and admiration not only of her own people, 

bjrt also of the many doctors, officials and all those with whom she 

has come in contact during her years of service on the Tribal Council.



TRIBAL RESOURCES

When the Tribal Obuncil voted in 1940 to establish a Department of 

Resources, the first two on the list were the Saw Mill Project,( which 

had been in limited operation previously^ and the Arts and Crafts Guild,

There are many thousand acres of fine timber on the reservation in the 

Chuska Mountains, and in smaller amounts elsewhere, and with the super­

vision of the Forest Division of the Bameau of Indian Affairs, the Saw 

Mill Project was commenced at a site some forty miles northwest of 

Window Rock, Selected trees were cut and brought to the mill, where 

some two hundred Navaho men were trained in the best methods of handling 

lumber and in the concept of sustained yield forestry. Some eighteen 

million board feet of lumber were produced per annum at this original 

site, With expanded industry in sight, a new location was selected 

and a new up-to-date mill with the finest of modern equipment was built 

some fifteen miles northeast of Port Defiance, This new mill has more 

than doubled the capacity of the fiddmer plant, and today there are more 

than four hundred Navaho men employed at the mill and some forty odd non- 

Navaho, A small housing area has been built for these people near 

the mill called NAVAJO. This fine industry is netting the Tribe an 

income of several hundfed thousand dollars a year.

The discovery of uranium ore on the reservation in 1950 sent a wave 

of exciteme it throughout the Southwest. Much prospecting was done, 

more sources of ore both large and small were located with a rush of ex­

citement reminiscent of the old gold mining days. Roads were both im­

proved and newly built in order to haul ore by truck to the processing 

plant at Shiprock. When more ore was discovered in the Monument Valley 

area and farther west, two additional plants were built, one at Mexican 

Hat and another at Tuba City. The vast Warren desert east of the Monuments 

provided unsuspected riches for the Navaho Tribe as well as work for many



men for here a large open pit mine was produced. On the top of the 

northern end of the Lukachukai Mountains, several shaft mines yielded 

many thousand tons of uranium ore. I visited one of these and was 

taken down Into the mine where It seemed strange Indeed to find Navaho 

boys deep underground hard at work as miners. The peak year of the 

uranium mining was reached In 1962 when some 379,000 tons of ore were 

produced adding Immense revenue to the Tribal Treasury.

Though the first oil discovered on the reservation was as long ago 

as 1921 when the Rattlesnake dome was discovered near Shiprock, new fields 

were found in 1957» also In this genfehain district of the San Juan R4ver 

basin, particularly In the Pour Corners area. More than one thousand 

new oil and gas wells are now operating, bringing In high revenue. The 

first years of production from these new fields brought In many millions 

of dollars in leases and bonuses, whli& the annual royalty of some 

twelve million is of prime importance to the Tribe.

InotherwheienthdsvekepanfctrltU&feaBiiA&Bgftffpaunftfe&eBBpfrB&feiB&iLtQfsBafehurces 

4£ bhingawldaiy Rjfcedr between Shiprock and Farmington. This coal Is 

being converted into power at the site, and a new power line now ex­

tends over the Chuska Mountains to the Window Rock area and beyond, 

bringing electricity for many purposes.

The Glen Canyon Is offering other new developments.asGpnvBBtgdnbjrathd 

by the giant turbines at at the new dam, great pylons carry the pulsing 

rythm of electric power for 150 miles across the desert. This source 

of power will be tapped In the future when the need for it arises.

On the whole, these recent rich earnings from the Department of 

Resources Is being wisely used. On some Indian reservations where 

sudden large sums of money were received, it was distributed to the in­

dividuals. This resulted in quick expenditure. The Navaho have made

not only good investments, but have used funds to develop programs



of many sorts created for the benefit of all the Navaho people. Having 

knewn some of the Individuals for nearly twenty years who now hold such 

responsible positions, it is most heatening to see how they have risen 

to the challenge of their respective departments, and the ability they 

are showing in executive posts. Certainly they seem to have the good 

of the Tribe as a whole at heart, while Individual gain seems held at

a minimudi



THE PAIRS

Forty five years ago, a group of citizens in Gallup, New Mexico 

conceived the idea of having an annual fair for the benefit of the 

several Indian tribes who live in the general area. This developed 

into the Inter-tribal Ceremonial which, during the course of the past 

twenty five years, has become a renowned affair. The original idea 

of an arts and crafts exhibit where the Indians could sell their work, 

now has grown into an outstanding exhibition with Indians from many 

tribes competing for a variety of prizes. In the last decade, Indians 

have come from all over the Inlted States, parts of British Columbia 

and Mexico, to take part in the Ceremonial in one way or another, 

bringing added color, Interest and variety.

In addition to the crafts exhibit^, there are many other forms of 

entertainment and competition. The authorities, finding that some 

dances by Southwest Indians were on the verge of disappearing, offered 

special prizes for their revival. While all dances are parts of 

religious ceremonia]s, the presentation of some as isolated units 

seems to be permlssable. These dramatic events take place at the 

Pair Gounds before a capacity filled grandstand for all performances, 

while additional spectators seek every possible vantage point to wit­

ness both afternoon and evening events. During the daytime there 

are athletic competitions of ma qr sorts, and with these and the evening 

entertainments, the four full days of the Ceremonial are filled with 

a variety of interesting things to watch. The Navaho play an impor­

tant part in the Ceremonial, for they lead the opening parade carrying 

the flags and partaking in all the equestrian events.

Another aspect of this Ceremonila, is the social gathering of the 

many tribes. Here they exchange knowledge and thoughts with one



another, discussing all manner of work and events; for the Gallup 

Ceremonial has dome much to weld the Indian Peoples af all tribes 

together.These four days in late August are filled with color, with 

action, with gaiety and social pleasures. To the white spectators 

this is doubtless one of the most colorful affairs in the country; 

and it can be a field day for photographers with action of many sorts, 

and moments of dramatic performances and of human interest.

As early as 1909, agricultural agent Wm. T, Shelton Instigated a 

fair, like any county fair, at Shiprock for the benefit of the northern 

Navaho area. He did much to encourage fine weaving through this 

fair, promoting fine displays of rugs. For a while this fair was 

discontinued to be resumed in 1937 with Increased emphasis on weaving, 

agricultural and livestock exhibits, for Mr. Shelton did much to im­

prove the quality of Navaho sheep, and consequently wool, in this part 

of the reservation. This, ofcourse, is an all Navaho event, held 

usually in early October. While the original purpose of this fair 

was for the display of agricultural produoe with prizes for the top 

ranking exhibits as well as livestock, this is also an educational 

fair, for here the many farmers learn how to improve their produce 

and livestock.

Other exhibits will also be found at this fair, such as home ec­

onomic exhibits with canned fruits and Iregetables and other exhibits 

from the women's world. In the saall arena a variety of equestrian 

events take place, for Navaho youths have become eager participants 

in all rodeo events. Though they are natural sheep men, they are 

also fine horsemen, and during the past twenty years have become ex- 

celent rodeo performers. I recall watching a calf roping contest in
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the early 1950s when the best time for this event was over sixty 

seconds} but at a recent fair I saw a boy win this contest with a 

time of eleven seconds.

A few years ago, a small traveling oirnawal made its appearance 

at the Shiprock -^alr. Here were the usual lot of booths with 

throwing contests, a Ferris wheel and other “rides, all of which 

wereeagerly enjoyed by all ages. Somehow the Shiprock Fair, though 

much smaller than the others, is more fun, perhaps because it is less 

sophisticated and pretentious, though recently the drinking problem 

is becoming much too evident.

#«***#-»'* *•»■»•»*#»*«•**#***

In 1938, not long after the establishment of the Navaho Seat of 

Government at Window Rock, the Tribal Council voted to mount a Tribal 

Fair. Grounds were laid out not far from the Government buildings, 

anf for four years the fair was conducted in September. During 

World War II, this fair was suspended, to be reactivated in 19^9.

Since then it has grown in scope and activity, and is now the big 

event on the reservation. Modeled somewhat after the Gallup Cere­

monial, there is always a fine craft exhibit, and fine displays of 

agricultural exhibits in the new Gorman Hall. There are excellent 

quarters for the livestock exhibits and facilities for Judging the 

specimens which come in from all parts of the reservation. There is 

a race track surrounding the rodeo arena, ( they even have a mechanical 

race starter) a loud speaker system and all modern equipment. The 

spacious grandstand holds many spectators. The opening event in 

this arena is one of many galluplng horses, as the Navaho young men 

ride in with the band playing and flags flying. This is also a four 

day fair, with new events and competitions in the arena. One in-
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teresting contest is for women to see who can chop wood and light 

a fire in the shortest time. Three are also evening events, smalll 

bitd from ceremonials, dances by visiting Pueblo dancers and other 

events to Interest the spectators.

The beautiful new Community Building is opened at Pair time for 

educational and commercial exhibits, showing the latest farming machinery 

new trucks, and all sorts of house and farm utensils. There are short 

educational movies, such as a films on tuberculosis, and Alcoholism 

Anonymous, and it was interesting to see crowds of young men watching. 

School exhibits were displayed here, and a booth for subscriptions 

to THE NATAHO TIMES, a weekly publication in English.

This large building has many unique features, it can be partitioned 

off olassrooms; it can be made into a sports arean for boxing and 

wrestling, it can be made inCfc two basket ball oourts, ( a game well 

loved and well played by the Navaho boys), and the building can also 

be turned into an auditorium or concert hall with tiered removable 

seats. At the dedication ceremonies, the famous Spanish Dhnoers per«» 

formed here to the delight of the Navaho audience. Jose Iturbi has 

played here, and there have been other oonoerts of h6gh quality.

Some of the great Jazz bands have given concerts here, each year bringing 

a growing list of Important cultural presentations.

Recently, tluaceldhArtsrectlon of the new Arts and Crafts Guild 

Building, the old one at the fair grounds has been made a small museum 

containing many exhibits of year round interest, A small children's 

zoo has been added to the south of the building.

The Gallup Ceremonial, the Fourth of July celebration at Flagstaff, 

the Shiprock and Window Rock Fairs are all widely attended by hundreds, 

probably thousnads of Navaho peopftA as well as other Ind-tan tribes 

and countless white visitors. These gathering give the Navaho people 
the opportunity to discuss the affairs of the day and work that is



being done. Ma ty Navaho who live far from the reservation come 
home for one or more of these events where they mapysee their families 
and friends, and renew their Navaho traditions.



Anonymous film, and I was interested to see cowds of, young men watching,
> J ma*|A ft- |

tW^SBSR. Tl*i»ii'c.11 'irejge .School exhibits -acSfb , and a booth for sub­

scriptions to THE NAVAHO TIMES, published weekly in English.

This large building has many uso«; it can be partitioned off into 

classrooms, it can be made into a sports arena for boxing and wrestling, 

into two basket ball courts,la game much loved and well played by the 

Navaho boys) The building can also be turned into a concert hall or 

auditorium for special events. At the dedication ceremonies, the great 

Spanish Dancers performed here to the great delight of the Navaho audience 

Jose Iturbi has played here and there have been many other concerts of 

«p aMltuBB'l quality. Some of the great jazz bands have given concerts 
here a.•J »

In the last few years the old Arts and Cbafts building has been made 

into a small Museum containing many exhibits of year round interest.

And recently a small children's zoo as been added to the south of the 

building.

The Gallup Ceremonial,the Fourth of July celebration at Flagstaff, 

the Shiprock and Window Rock Fairs are all widely attended by hundreds, 

probably thousands of Navaho people as well as ma other Indian tribes 

and countless white people. These gatherings give the Navaho people 

the opportunity is sss xsiaiixss and fxxsnds whs iixw fax awayi to 

discuss the affairs of the day and work that' is being done. Many 

Navaho who live far from the reservation come home for one or more of 

the fairs, to see their families and friends and to renew their Navaho

traditions



reservation. Modeled somewhat after the Gallup Ceremonial, there is 

always a fine craft exhibit as well agricultural and livestock dis­

plays coming from all parts of the reservation^ and ofcourse many 

grandstand events. The beautful new Co munity Building is opened 

up to house all sorts of educational and commercial exhibits of in­

terest to the Navaho. This building has many unique features. It 

can be partitioned off into class rooms, it can be made into an arena 

for boxing or wrestling bouts, it can be made ini® basket ball courts, 

and when fully opened with tiers of removable seats, it can be made 

into a concert hall or auditorium. When it was dedicated a few years 

ago, the great Spanish lancers gave the opening performance to the 

great delight of the first audience. Since then, other outstanding 

events have been given in this building; Jose Iturbi played here to a 

Navaho audience, and there have been many other concerts of high 

quality. Some of the great jazz bands have played here, and each 

year brings a growing list of important cultural £ffairs.

Since the errection of the new Arts and Crafts Guild building, the

old building at the fair grounds has been turnMed into a small Museum

containing many items of interest to visitors, both Navaho and white;

and recently a small children’s zoo has been added to the south of the 
native

building, containing the wild life ^xxtainingxto the reservation.

All of these events, the Gallup Ceremonial, the Fourth of July

Celebration at Flagstaff, the Shiprock and Window Rock Fairs, are

widely attended by hundreds of Nvaho people as well as many other

visitors. Here are the opportunities for the Navaho People to get

together, to see friends and relatives who litfe far away, to discuss

their own politics, to consult with one another about work of all

kinds; for a people who live as far apart as most Ktvaho do, the fairs 
c

have beome the gathering places for recreation of visiting.



fete people of all ages. Somehow the Shiprock Fair, though much 

smaller, is more, fun, perhaps because it is less sophisticated and 

pretentious than the others, though recently the drinking problem is 

becoming much too evident.

*#*****'*## * * * >» * # ■» * W #*

In 1938, not long after the establishment of the Navaho Seat of

Government at Window Rock, the Tribe decidid, to mount a Tribal Fair. 
ovcrV" J. ki. Q fW

Grounds were laid out fiTCT1 Window ftwfe, and the first years established 
-tkz* T£
S? as an annual event. During World War we, @ was suspended, to 

be resumed in 194 . Since then it has grown in scope and activity,

and is now the big event on the reservation. Modeled somewhat after 

the Gallup Ceremonial, there is always a fine craft exhibit, with fine 

displays of agricultural exhibits in the new Gorman Hall. There are 

excellent quarters for the livesotck exhibits and facilities for judging 

the specimens which come in from all parts of the reservation. There 

is a race trak for both races^ and rodeo events,^they even have a 

mechanical race starter^ and a loud speaker system. The spacious 

grandstand will hold many spectators. The opening event in this arena 

is one of many galluping horsemen as they ride in with the band playing 

and flagp flying. This also is a four day fair, and everyday there

are arenaAevents and competitions. One interesting one is a contest 

for women to see who Can chop wood and light a fire in the shortest time 

There are also evening events, small bits from ceremonials, dances by 

visiting Jueblo dancers and other events to interest the spectators.

The beautyful new Community Building is opened at Fair time for 

educational aid commercial exhibits, exhibits of new farm machinery, new 

trucks and all sorts of house and farm utensils. There are short ed­

ucational movies, such as a film a tuberculosis, and an Alcoholic 
j&gnniwgiqrrs



four days in late August are filled with color, with action, with 

gajtiety, and social pleasures. To the white spectators, this is 

doubtless one of the most interesting and colorful affairs in the 

united States, and it can be a field day photographers with action 

of many sorts and moments of human interest.

In 192 the Agricultural Agent, , at Shiprock, com­

menced a fair, like any county fair, for the benefit of the Navaho 

people in this area. This, of-course, is an all Navaho event, held 

usually in early Ocotber. The original purpose was for the display 

of agricultural produce with prizes ofr the top ranking exhibits.

This is also an eduxational fair, for here many farmers learn how to 

Improve their produce and livestock.

Other exhibits also will be found at this fair, such as home ec­

onomic exhibits with canned fruits and vegetables and other exhibits 

from the women's world. In the small arena a variety of equestrian 

events take place, for the Navaho youths have become eager participant 

in all rodeo events. Though they are natural sheep men, they are 

also superb horsemen^ and during the past twenty years have become 

excelent rodeo performers. I recall watching a calf roping contest 

in the early 1950s where the best time was over sixty seconds; but at 

a recent fair I saw a boy win this event with a time of eleven seconds 

The Navaho, like all Indian Peoples are great showmen, and all the 

events of all fairs are of great Importance to them

In 1938, not long after the establishment of the Navaho Government 

at Window Rock, the Tribal (buncil decided to mount an annual Tribal 

Pair. Gounds were laid out not far from the Government buildings, 

and the first few years established this event. But it was sus­

pended during World War II, to be resumed again in 19 . Since then

it has grown in scope and activity and now is the big event on the



reservation. Modeled somewhat after the Gallup Ceremonial» there is 

always a fine craft exhibit as well agricultural and livestock dis­

plays coming from all parts of the reservatlonf and ofcourse many 

grandstand events. The beautful new Co munity Building is opened 

up to house all sorts of educational and commercial exhivits of in­

terest to the Navaho. This building has many unique features. It 

can be partitioned off into class rooms, it can be made into an arena 

for boxing or wrestling bouts, it can be made inot basket ball courts, 

and when fully opened with tiers of removable seats, it can be made 

into a concert hall or auditorium. When it was dedicated a few years 

ago, the great Spanish Dancers gave the opening performance to the 

great delight of the first audience. Since then, other outstanding 

events have been given in this building} Jose Iturbl played here to a 

Navaho audience, and there have been many other concerts of high 

quality. Some of the great jazz bands have played here, and each 

year brings a growing list of important cultural <ffairs.

Since the errection of the new Arts and Grafts Guild building, the

old building at the far grounds has been turnined into a small Museum

containing many items of interest to visitors, both Navaho and white;

and recently a small children's zoo has been added to the south of the 
native

building, containing the wild life pKxtatHingxto the reservation.

All of these events, the Gallup Ceremonial, the Fourth of July

Celebration at Flagstaff, the Shiprock and Window Rock Fairs, are 

widely attended by hundreds of Kvaho people as well as many other 

visitors. Here are the opportunities for the Navaho People to get 

together, to see friends and relatives who lltfe far away, to discuss 

their own politics, to consult with one another about work of all 

kinds; for a people who live as far apart as most lav a ho do, the fairs 

have beome the gathering places for recreation of visiting.



THE PAIRS.

Porty five years agp, a group of citizens in ihs Gallup, New Mexico

conceived the idea of having affair aneo ft-yoer for the benefit of the

several Indian Tribes who live^ in the general area. This developed

into the Gallup Inter-tribal Ceremonial, and during the course of the 
become

past twenty five years has XKKSifcapB&txlxkB a renowned affair. The 

original idea of an Arts and Crafts exhibit where the Indians could 

sell their work, now has grown inacf an outstanding exhibition^ with 

Indians from many tribes competing for acuno prizes. In the last 

faryears Indians have come from all over the United States, British 

Columbia, and Mexico to take part in the Ceremonial in one way or another, 

bringing added color, interest, and variety. '

In addition.the Arts and S-afts exhibits, there are many other forms

of competition and entertainment. The authorities, finding that some

dances by Southwest Indians were on the verge of disappearing, offered

special prizes for the revival of these dances. While all dances are 
of

a partgHf axreligious ceremonial^ the presentation of some as separate

units seem! to be permissable drama events. These £jm*c take place

at the Pair Gounds before a capacity filled grandstand with^onlookers

seeking every possible vantage point to witness both afternoon and

evening performances. During the daytime there are athletic com-
La) lO/vic

petions of many sorts, amtbw^W something of interest -ceiifM» on fiaMF 

during the full four days of the ©remonial. There is always a grand 

opening parade at the Pair Grounds In which the Navaho play a most im­

portant part, for the Navaho are the horsemen of the Southwestern tribes. 

They lead the grand march and enter into uuwi.y-8* the^events.

Another aspect of this great affair is the social gathering of the - 
many tribes. Here they exchange knowledge and thought with one another,



THE PAIRS.

Forty five years ago, ajgroup of citizens in Gallup, New Mexico,

conceived the Idea of having X an annual fair for the benefit of the

several Indian tribes who live in the general area. This developed

into the Inter-tribal Ceremonial which, during the course of the past

twenty five years, has 1-e-ped -l-ateo renowned affair. The original

plan of an Arts and Grafts exhibit, where the Indians could sell their

work,has now grown injfc an outstanding exhibition with Indians from

many tribes competing for a variety of prizes. In the last decade,

Indians have come from all over the United States, British Columbia,

and Mexico to take part^z in one way or another, ¿in the CkremoniaTT'x 
cuzicLtei. , ‘bvJttv'l* o-v-cL izex-ixjtJKj , ________

In addition to the exhibits, there are many other forms of com­

petition and entertainment. Finding that some dances by Southwest 

Indians, were on the verge of disappearing, the authorities offered 

special prizes for the revival of these dances, with the result that
«a

these dances are often a yearly addition to the program. These enter­

tainments a id competitions Are given at the Fair Grounds before a ca­

pacity filled grandstand as well as on lookers watching from every 

possible vantage point, during both the afternoon and evening perfor-
p

mances. Leading the gand opening at the Fair grounds Navaho horse­

men play an important part, for they carry the flags, and partake I3r

in all the equestrian events. With other athletic competitions 

of ma ry sorts, something mf interest goes on during the full four days 

of the Cferemonial.

Another aspect of this great affair is the social gathering of the 

many tribes. Here they exchange knowledge and thought with each other, 

discussing all manner of work and events? '«mi the Gallup Ceremonial has

done much to weld the Indian Peoples of all tribes together These



four days in late August are filled with color, with action, with 

gayiety, and social pleasures. To the white spectators, this is 

doubtless one of the most interesting and colorful affairs in the 

Unite d States, and it can be a field day photographers with action 

of many sorts and moments of human interest.

In 192 the Agricultural Agent, , at Shiprock, com­

menced a fair, like any county fair, for the benefit of the Navaho
ten* ■

people in triads "aJSae*-. This, of-course, is an all Navaho event, held 

usually in early Ocotber. The original purpose was for the display 

of agricultural produce with prizes fate the top ranking exhibits.

This is also an educational fair, for here many farmers learn how to 

improve their produce, and livestock.

Other exhibits also will be found at this fair, such as home ec­

onomic exhibits with canned fruits and vegetables and other exhibits 

from the women’s world. In the small arena a variety of equestrian 

events take place, for the Navaho youths have become eager participant 

In all rodeo events. Though they are natural sheep men, they are 

also superb horsemen^ ahi during the past twenty years have become 

excelent rodeo performers. I recall watching a calf roping contest 

in the early 1950s where the best time was over sixty seconds; but at 

a recent fair I saw a boy win this event with a time of eleven seconds 

The Navaho, like all Indian Peoples are great showmen, and aM the 

events of all fairs are of great importance to them

In 1938, not long after the establishment of the Navaho Government 

at Window Rock, the Tribal Gbuncil decided to mount an annual Tribal 

Pair. Gounds were laid out not far from the Government buildings, 

and the first few years established this event. But it was sus­

pended during World War II, to be resumed again in 19 . Since then

it has grown in scope and activity and now is the big event on the



THE PAIRS

Forty five years ago, agroup of citizens In Gallup, New Mexico, 

conceived the Idea of having a an annual fair for the benefit of the 

several Indian tribes who live in the general area. This developed 

Into the Inter-tribal Ceremonial which, during the oourse of the past 

twenty five years, has developed Into renowned affair. The original 

plan of an Arts and (hafts exhibit where the Indians could sell their 

work has now grown lnot an putstanding exhibition with Indians from 

many tribes competing for a variety of prizes. In the last decade, 

Indians have come from all over the United States, British Columbia, 

and Mexico to take part, in one way or another, In the Ceremonial.

In addition to the exhibits, there are many other forms of com­

petition and entertainment. Finding that some dances by Southwest 

Indians, were on the verge of disappearing, the authorities offered 

special prizes for the revival of these dances, with the result that 

these dances are often a yearly addition to the program. These enter­

tainments a afi competitions hrs given at the Fair Grounds before a ca­

pacity filled grandstand as well as on lookers watching from every p 

possible vantage point, during both the afternoon and evening perfor- 

mances. Leading the gand opening at the Fair grounds Navaho horse­

men play an important part, for they carry the flags, and partake In 

partake In all the equestrian events. With other athletic competitions 

of raaiy sorts, something Af interest goes on during the full four days 

of the Cbremonlal.

Another aspect of this great affair Is the social gathering of the 

many tribes. Here they exchange knowledge and thought with each other, 

discussing all manner of work and events; and the Gallup Ceremonial has 

done much to weld the Indian Peoples of all tribes together. These



with the result that the Gallup Ceremonial has done much to weld the 
Indian Poeples of all Tribes to-gether. These four days in late 
August are filled with color, with action, with gatjfcty and social 

intercourse. To the white spectators this is one of the most inter­
esting events in the country. It can be a photographer's field day, 
filled with action, with spectacle, and moments of human interest.

In 192 the Agricultural Agent, stationed at Shiprock commenced a 
fair, like any county fair, for the benefit of the Navaho People in 

that area. It has contunued with increased growth and interest and 
is largely attended by Navaho and Anglo people of the entire region. 

This, of-course, is an ,all Navaho event; held usually in early October,ip
Thgrtr Xu an Emphasis here on agricultural and live stock exhibits with 
prices of many sorts, ihiu io al!3U Uh educational fair,' lui Glide 

a«» home economic exhibits with canned fruits and vegetables and other 
displays from the women's world, a "j

In the small arena there are many hccrtwr events 'Particularly rodeo 
contests, for the Navaho have become eager participants in these riding 
skills. While they are natural sheep men, they are also superb horse­

men, and during recent years have become excellent rodeo performers.
I recall watching a calf roping contest in 1950 when the winning time 
was more than sixty seconds^very slow. But the boys were learning,
At a recent fair I saw a boy win this event in eleven seconds which is 

good rodeo time. The Navaho, like all Indian Peopled;are great 
showmen, so all of these contests are of great importance to them.

A tew years ago, the little traveling carnatfal made its first appear- 
H-iAX- UMAX.

ance at the Shiprock Pair. b i.h FttIih the usual lot of booths

with throwing contests, etc. a Perris wheel and other "rides" which were



Now there are seven courts, one in each sub-agency and fl©W at 

Window Rock, conducted entirely by Navaho Jundges and officers. I had

the very intersting experience in being present at a court session at 

Tuba City. I do not know ,what offence the young man had committed, 

but I was impressed with the conduct of the court, and with Judge 

Hadley's handling of the prisoner. The Judge gave the boy a long talk, 

which ofcourse I could not understand. But I oould understand the 

quality of his voice and the meaning of his words by the Inflection 

and manner in which they were spoken. His voice was persuasive rather 

than dictatorial, kind rather than harsh or critical, and I felt that 

the boy was taught rather than admonished. The whole proceedure was 

quiet, reserved, sincere and dignified. I wished that George Washington 

looking down from the wall, might have heard this session*

The Tribe has Just completed a wonderful new Law and Order building, 

situated within the Window Rock grounds. This is a handsome building 

of modern design containing the last word in police and prison facilities 

On the second floor are two courtrooms with adequate Chambers for the 

Judges, a law library, and the finest of modern equipment.

Whenever new projects are commenced by the Tribe, the Gbuncil sends 

for top ranking experts to give advice on the best possible ways to 

proceed. They call in expert architects, engineers, lawyers, geologists 

and men of other professions, their Judgement being always to seek the 

very best*advfoftlowlng the creation of the Indian Land Claims Commission 

by the Congress of the United States in 1946, the Tribal Council, under 

the Chairmanship of Sam Ahkeah passed a resolution to employ an at­

torney to function both as a claims attorney and as general counsel.

Sam went to Washington to secure the services of Mr. Norman M. Llttell, 

a prominent corporation lawyer, anrl a ten year contract with him was 

approved by the Council in July of 1947. As the new mining activities



LAW AND ORTBR
The development of the Fepartment of Law and Order has been slow, 

for traditionally every Individual Navaho Is a free agent and no one 
should try to Impose hls will upon another» For many years there were 
few serious offences, and those that did occur were usually handled by 
the head man of each clan, As disputes among Navaho were relatively 

minor, they were settled by arbitration.
In 1880 acting Navaho Agent Bennet said In his report to Washington,

* The crying evil that most besets this people Is whisky. There are
several traders at nearby points-- where whisky of the vilest descrip­
tion is delt out to these people In open violation of the law, being 
an Incentive to crime and greatly Impoverishing many of them-—. 0 
Outside of this aspect of the question no community of like population 
will exhibit so small a record of criminal acts of a flagrant character
at the Navahoes." Even to-day the high percentage of arrests are due 

5 #
to problem drinking; other misdemeanors are relatively few.

The sureau of Indian Affairs was responsible for the maintenance of 

lawand order on the reservation until 1953 when the need for a Tribal 
Police Force became acute in the Checkerboard Area, off the reservation. 
The State of New Mexico could not handle these Indian Problems and asked 
for help from the Tribe. This area has long been a veritable ro-man's 
land as far as policing was concerned. For example, bootleggers from 
surrounding communities went out with quantities of cheap liquor selling 

it to these Indians and demanding the immediate return of bottles so 
that no evidence was left behind. The State agreed to help police thsi 
area If Its force were augmented, so six Navaho policemen were trained 
and equipped for this work. This was the beginning of the Navaho 
Police Force. It has grown steadily since, and today there are ap­
proximately two hundred enforcement officers with sufficient adminis­

trative personnel»



LAW AND OUTER

The development of the Department of Law and Order has been slow, 

for traditionally every Individual Navaho is a free agent and no one 

should try to impose his will upon another* For many years there were 

few serious offences, and those that did occur were usually handled by 

the head man of each clan. As disputes among Navaho were relatively 

minor, they were settled by arbitration*

In 1880 acting Navaho Agent Bennet said In his report to Washington,

n The crying evil that most besets this people is whisky. There are

several traders at nearby points»— where whisky of the vilest destrip»

tion is delt out to these people In open violation of the law, being

an incentive to crime and greatly impoverishing many of them»»». 0

Outside of this aspect of the question no community of like population

will exhibit so small a reoord of criminal acts of a flagrant character

at the Navahoeg." Even to»day the high percentage of arrests are due
S

to problem drinking; other misdemeanors are relatively few.

The Bireau of Indian Affairs was responsible for the maintenance of 

lawand order on the reservation until 1953 when the need for a Tribal 

Police Force became aoute in the Checkerboard Area, off the reservation. 

The State of New Mexico could not handle these Indian Problems and asked 

for help from the Tribe. This area has long been a veritable m-man's 

land as far as policing was concerned. For example, bootleggers from 

surrounding communities went out with quantities of cheap liquor selling 

it to these Indians and demanding the immediate return of bottles so 

that no evidence was left behind. The State agreed to help police thsl 

area if its force were augmented, so six Navaho policemen were trained 

and equipped for this work. This was the beginning of the Navaho 

Police Force. It has grown steadily since, and today there are ap­

proximately two hundred enforcement officers with sufficient adminis­
trative personnel*



The development of the Bepartmenfc of Law and Order has been slow, for /[
— r ' ' ' p——

Ngfraho- tradition diutat’ea-that every individual^is a free agent, and 1 (plMrt 

no one should try to impose his will upon another. For many years there 

were few serious offences, and those that did occur were usually handled 

by the head man of each clan. As disputes among the Navaho were relatively

minor, they were settled by arbitration, -Tb
In 1880 acting Navaho Agent Bennett said in his report-"The crying evil

that most besets this people is whiskey. There are several traders at

nearby points----  where whiskey of the vilest description is dealt out to

these people in open violation of the law, being an incentive to crime and

greatly impoverishing many of them---- ’Outside of this aspect of the

question no community of like population will exhibit so small a record 

of criminal acts of a flagrant character as the Navajoes." Even today 

the high percentage of arrests are due to problem drinking; other mis­

demeanors are relatively few.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs was responsible for the maintenance of law 

and order on the reservation until 1953 when the need for a tribal ^blice 

Borce became ac/ute in the (checkerboard Area, off the reservation. This 

region was not under the jurisdiction of the Bureau, though there were 

some 15,000 Navaho people living there. The State of New Mexico could 

not handle these Indian problems and asked for help from the Tribe,

This area has long been a veritable no-man's land as far as policing was
f Jv fi|

concerned. Bootlegers from the surrounding communities went out with 
A

quantities of cheap liquor selling It to these Indians and demanding the 

immediate return of bottles so that no evidence was left behind. The 

State agreed to helpJ police this area^aM" six Navaho Policemen were equip- 

ped and trained for the work. This was the beginning of the Navaho 

Police Force. It has grown steadily since the early 1950s and today 

there are approximately 200 enforcement officers with sufficient adminis­

trative personnel.



arose for continual legal counsel at Window Rock, and in 1951 the Tribal

Council acted to employ a resident attorney functioning under Mr. Littell’s

direction. In order to obtain the maximum benefits for the Navaho-

People, highly competent advice was nscessary to obtain not only mining,

oil and gas leases, but also in many agreements in connection with the

Glen Canyon Dam, the rights of way for power lines, and much other

business that has recently come to the Tribe. In addition to the

General Counsel, a department of Tribal Legal Aid has been added, axil
i°rrendering service to individuals iaxthe protection of their interests. 

During the period of work on the Land Claims,,I joined archaeologist

Richard Van Valkenburg at a meeting held in the eastern part of the

Checkerboard ^rea, where he was seeking the help of older Navaho men in

his effort to locate Old Navaholand hogan sites where the Navaho lived

nearly four centuries ago. It was a bitter cold day and as the heating

plant was not in operation in the builiding where the meeting was to

have taken place, everyone crowded into a hogan to listen to § talk

by Mr. Counselor, formerly a trader in^the,area. Men, women and

children were present, all listening attentively to the problem at hand.

Ldckily I had permission to record this scene. Two elderly Navaho men

finally agreed to help Mr. Van Valkenburg the following summer, and

again I joined his group to ’watch tjtsework in progress. Some old sites

were found and from the logs valuable tree-ring data \Jras) obtained, r

One of these Navaho men was Georgie Garcia, (P, ) who at seventy

eight was still surprisingly active. Much archaeological evidence was

gained that summer^ The Land Claims work is finished and now awaits

the decision of the U.S. Supreme Court.

•-d
ie intent of this work to establish proof of Navaho habitat!^ in

areas no longer within the present reservation bounds.



Following the creation of the Indian Land Claims Commission by the

Congress of the United States in 1946, the Navaho Tribal Council, under

the Chairmanship of Sam Ahkeah passed a resolution to employ an attorney

to function both as a claims attorney and as general counsel. Sam 
Tua»

went to Washington to secure the services of Norman M. Littell, a prominent 

corporation lawyer, and a ten yeaf*contract with him was approved by the 

Council in July of 194-7. As the new mining activites developed, the need



I had

There are seven courts, one in each sub-agency and now two at 
Window Rock, conducted entirely by Navaho Judges and Officers, 
the very interesting experience of being present at a court session 
at Tuba City several years ago. I do not know what offence the young 
man had committed, but I was impressed with the conduct of the court, 
and with Judge Hadley’s handling of the prisoner. The Judge gave the 

boy a long talk, which ofcourse I could not understand. But I could 

understand the Quality of his voice and the meaning of his words by the 
inflection and manner in which they were spoken. His voice was per­

suasive rather than dictatorial, kind rather than harsh or critical, 

and I felt that the boy was taught rather than admonished. The whole 

proceedure was quiet, reserved, sincere and dignified. I wished that 

George Washington, looking down from the wall, might have heard this

How the Tribe is completing a wonderful new Law and Order building,
situated within the Window Rock grounds to be ready for occupancy in 

A
the late summers This is a handsome building of modern design containing 

the last word in police and prison facilities. On the second floor are 
two courtrooms with, adequate chambers for the judges, a law library, 
and the finest of modern equipment.

When new projects are commenced by the Tribe, the Council sends
for top ranking experts to give advice on the best possible ways to 

proceed. They bail in expert architects, engineers, lawyers, geo­
logists, and men of other professions, their judgement being always to
seek the best advice.

A



developed, the need arose for continued legal counsel at Window Rock, 

so In 1951 the Tiibal Council acted to employ a resident attorney to 

flnotlon Hinder Mr. Llttell's direction. In order to obtain the maximum 

benefits for the Navaho People, highly competent advice was necessary 

to execute not only mining, oil and gas leases, but also in many agree­

ments In connection with the Glen Canyon Lam, the rights iff tfrwsywfirrlines 

power lines, and much other business that has recently come th the Tribe 

In addition to the General Counsel, a department of Tribal Leagal Aid 

has been added, to render service to individuals whose Interests need 

protection.

Luring the period of work on the Land Claims, I Joined archaeologist 

Richard Van Valkenburg at a meeting held In the eastern part of the 

Checkerboard Area, where he was seeking help from older Navaho men in 

his effort to locate Old Navaholand hogan sites where the Navaho llvdd 

nearly four centuries ago. It was a bitter cold day and as the heating 

plant was not In operation in the building where the meeting was to have 

taken place, everyone orowded into a hogan to listen to a talk by Mr. 

Counselor, formerly a trader in the area. Men,women and children were

present, all listening attentively to the problem at hand. Luckily 

I had permission to record this scene. Two elderly Navaho men finally 

agreed to help Mr. Van Valkenburg the following summer, and again I 

Joined the group to watch the work in progress. Some old sites were 

found near our camp, and from the logs valuable tree-ring data was 

obtained. One of these men was Georgle Garcia, (p ) who at seventy 

eight was still surprisingly active. Much archaeological evidence 

was gained that summer to establish proof of Navaho habitation in areas 

no longer within the present reservation boundry.

The Land Claims work is finished now and awaits the decision of teh

United States Supreme Court



Executive Secretary with special designation of duties, and a specifio

directive to propose a reorganization of the Tribal Staff, needed for

the increasing executive demands of Tribal business. To meet this, he 
V

sought the adlvce of a Remington Sand expert to establish the most ef­

ficient record system for the ever growing files of the Iribe. When 

an emergency stock feeding program was needed at a time of extreme 

drought, the U.S.Government sent large quantities of surplus grain to 

aid small stockmen who were threatened with high losses. To keep ex­

act records of this transaction, Maurice procured IBM machines to keep 

these records in accordance with the Government regulations. The re­

organization of the Tribal offices has now been accomplished, and under 

Maurice’s direction, continues in a most efficient manner.

Maurice has been active in other fields concerning the Navaho People.

He was a leader in the establishment of the Education Scholarship Fund, 

the development of Boy and Girl Schut organizations on the reservation; 

and most recently in the establishment of the Navaho Youth Camp, now 

under construction, which will benefit not only Navaho boys and girls, 

but childen from other camp organizations.

While I was at Window Rock in 1954, I wanted to include Maurice's 

portrait in my Tribal Hovernraent series. Finding that one of his great 

prides was the Council Room with its fine murals by Gerald Nailor, I 

wanted the Council Room for a background. A year later, when I was 

there again, I found that Maurice had been to New York and had visited 

the United Nations. As a result, each Council Member now had a nice 

desk with a name plate.

Like his famous ancestor, Maurice is indeed a leader with vision and the 

ability to bring that vision into reality as he continues his service 

for the Navaho People.



Executive Secretary with special designation of duties, and a specific 

directive to propose a reorganization of the Tribal Staff, to meet the 

increasing executive demands of the Tribal business. To meet this_j 

-d-Cffinndj, he sought the assistance of a Remington Rand expert to establish
JU>-W

the most efficient record system for the teonea-sdjag files of the Tribe.

When an emergency stock feeding program was needed at a time of extreme 
'Hi' fiuieb

drought, and the U.S.Government sent large quantities of grain iso small 

Navaho stockmen who were threatened with high losses* Maurice procured 

IBM machines to keep -e imp,Inn lw records in accordance with the Govern^mjat 

regulations.

The reorganization of the Tribal offices has now been accomplished, 

and under the direction of Maurice McCabe, continues in a most Efficient

manner.
li«-l A*

Maurice has been active in other matters concerning the Navaho People.

He was a leader in the establishment of the Snibai Scholarship Fund;

the development of Boy and Girl Scout organizations on the reservation;

and most recently in the establishment of the Navaho Youth Chmp, now
NavahA »"t

under construction, which will benefit not only.boys and girls, but £■''***''«*** y 

other Camp organizations which are in need of such benefits.

While I was at Window Rock in 1954, I wanted to include Maurice's

portrait to my Tribal Government series. Finding that one of his great

prides, was the Council room with its fine murals do plot lag-Na^gl'll) life’ 
ter AJLaj. J/kz (VV<-<AU*lz3

ajad—d by Gerald Nailor, I -took him over to—Lhe''Cuuncil 

ns®?® for h background. A yean® later, when I was there again, I 

found that he had instituted nice desks with name plates for the members 

of the council. This had been inspired by a visit to the United Nations.

Like his famous ancestor, Maurice is indeed a leader with vision and 

the ability to bring that vision into reality as he continues his 

service for the benefit of the Navaho people.



THE PAIRS

Forty five years ago, a group of citizens in JfchK Gallup, New Mexico

conceived the idea of having a fair once a year for the tenefit of the

several Indian Tribes who lived in the general area. This developed

into the Gallup Inter-tribal Ceremonial, and during the course of the 
become

past twenty five years has &KKEfeBpsftx±xfca a renowned affair. The 

original idea of an Arts and Crafts exhibit where the Indians could 

sell their work, now has grown inot an outstanding exhibition with 

Indians from many tribes competing for numerous prizes. In the last 

fer years Indians have come from all over the United States, British 

Columbia, and Mexloo to take part in the Ceremonial in one way or another, 

bringing added color, interest, and variety.

In addition the Arts and frafts exhibits, there are many other forms

of competition and entertainment. The authorities, finding that some

dances by Southwest Indians were on the verge of disappearing, offered

special prizes for the revival of these dances. While all dances are 
of

a part8a± axreligious ceremonial^ the presentation of some as separate 

units seems to be permissable drama eve x&s. These events take place 

at the Pair Gounds before a capacity filled grand stand with onlookers 

seeking every possible vantage point to witness both afternoon and 

evening performances. During the daytime there are athletic com- 

petions of many sorts, and with something of interest going on for 

during the full four days of the ceremonial. There is always a grand 

opening parade at the Pair Grounds in which the Navaho play a most im­

portant part, for the Navaho are the horsemen of the Southwestern tribes. 

They lead the grand march and enter into many of the events.

Another aspect of this great affair is the social gathering of the 

many tribes. Here they exchange knowledge and thought with one another.



with the result that the Gallup Ceremonial has done much to weld the 

Indian Poeples of all Tribes to-gether. These four days In late 

August are filled with color, with action, with gayity and social 

Intercourse. To the white spectators this Is one of the most Inter­

esting events in the country. It can be a photographer's field day, 

filled with action, with spectacle, and moments of human interest.

In 192 the Agricultural Agent, stationed at Shiprock commenced a 

fair, like any county fair, for the benefit of the NavahomPeople in 

that area. It has contunued with increased growth and interest and 

is largely attended by Navaho and Anglo people of the entire argAon. 

This, of-course, is an all Navaho affair held usually in early October, 

There is an emphasis here on agricultural and live stock exhibits with 

pries of many sorts. This is also an educational fair, for there 

are home economlo exhibits with canned fruits and vegetables and other 

dis,lays from the women's world.

In the small arena there are many horse events particularly rodeo 

contests, for the Navaho have become eager participants in these riding 

skills. While they are natural sheep men, they are also superb horse­

men, and during recent years have become excellent rodeo performers.

I recall watching a calf roping contest in 1950 when the winning time 

was more than sixty seconds, very slow. But the boys were learning.

At a recent fair I saw a boy win this event in eleven seconds which is 

good rodeo time. The Navaho, like all Indian PeopleAsare great 

showmen, so all of these aontests are of great importance to them.

A *ew years ago, the little traveling carnacal made its first appear­

ance at the Shiprock Pair. There was a Pair, the usual lot of booths

with throwing contests, etc. a Ferris wheel and other "rides" which were



the people of all ages. Somehow the Shiprock Pair, though much 

smaller, Is more fun, perhaps because It is less sophisticated and 

pretentious than the others, though recently the drinking problem is 

becoming much too evident.

*******#*■*»*#*«*•»•&*«*****#

In 1938, not long after the establishment of the Navaho Seat of 

Government at Window Rock, the Tribe decidld to mount a Tribal Fair. 

Grounds were laid out near Window Rock, and the first years established 

it as ah annual event. During World War Two, is was suspended, to 

be resumed in 194 . Since then it has grown in scope and activity,

and is now the big event in the reservation. Modeled somewhat after 

the Gallup Ceremonial, there is always a fine crqft exhibit, with fine 

displays of agricultural exhibits in the new Gorman Hall. There are 

excellent quarters for the livesotck exhibits and facilities for judging 

the specimens which come in from all parts of the reservation. There 

is a race trak for both races, and rodeo events, they even have a 

mechanical race starter, and a loud speaker system. The spacious 

grandstand will hold many spectators. The opening event in this arena 

is one of many galluplng horsemen as they ride in with the band playing 

and flagp flying. This also is a four day fair, and everyday there

are arena events and competitions. One interesting one is a contest 

for women to see who han chop wood and light a fire in the shortest time 

There are also evening events, small bits from ceremonials, dances by 

visiting guefrlo dancers and other events to Interest the spectators.

The beautiful new Community Building is opened at Pair time for 

educational a aft commercial exhibits, exhibits of new farm machinery, new 

trucks and all sorts of house and farm utensils. There are short ed-> 

ucational movies, such as a film a tuberculosis, and an Alcoholic 

Annonomous



Anonymous film, and I was interested to see cowds of young men watching 

this film. There were school exhibits also, and a booth for sub­

scriptions to THE NAVAHO TIMES, published weekly in English.

This large building has many uses; it can be partitioned off into 

classrooms, it can be made Into a sports arena for boxing and wrestling, 

into two basket ball courts, a game much loved and well played by the 

Navaho boys. The building can also be turned into a concert hall or 

auditorium for special events. At the dedication ceremonies, the great 

Spanish Danoers performed here to the great delight of the Navaho audience 

Jose Iturbl has played here and there have been many other concerts of 

a cultural quality. Some of the great Jazz bands have given concerts 

here.

In the last few years the old Arts and (Tafts building has been mads 

into a small Museum containing many exhibits of year round Interest.

And recently a small children's zoo as been added to the south of the 

building.

The Gallup CeremonllA,the Fourth of July celebration at Flagstaff, 

the Shiprock and Window Rock Fairs are all widely attended by hundreds, 

probably thousands of Navaho people as well as ma 7 other Indian tribes 

and countless white people. These gatherings give the Navaho people 

the opportunity is sax rsiatixas and friends nha fixe fax nnayy to 

discuss the aff&irs of the day and work that is being done. Many 

Navaho who live far from the reservation come home for one or more of 

the fairs, to see their families and friends and to renew their Navaho

traditions



Sam Ahkeah was'born on March 8, 1^96. He grew up in the Shiprock

area, going to school at Port Lewis, near Durango, Colorado. As a

young man he worked at Mesa Verde National Park; later moving to Santa

Pe for a position at the Laboratory of Anthropology. Luring his years

away from the reservation he was quietly learning the ways of the white

man, methods of business, the way government was conducted, and in many

ways preparing himself for his role as leader of the trite.
f one of

I have heafl such a nice story about Sam. Luring those years when 

he was making frequent trips to Washington, his son was in training at 

an Army base nearby. Meeting his father at the station, he urged a 

sightseeing touj* of the Capitol City. They went up the Washington
t/O**-»

Monument, went to Mount Vernon, saw the Smithsonian Institutes, the

Library of Congress, spending a busy day. The next morning when they

got into a taxi, Sam gave the drivel a. destination. As they drove up 
A

to the steps of the Nation's Chpitol, Sam's son said "Gee, Lad, I cant 

take you in here". Sam answered " J know son, but I can take you".

So they went in to see Senator from Sew Mexico Lennis Chavez. It was 

Senator Chavez who later obtained tickets for Sam to hear President 

Roosevelt's last address to the Congress of the United States.

In 1952*- I went to Window Rock at the time of the Tribal election 

when Sam was defeated by Paul Jones. While Sam had served nearly 

two terms, only one had been an& elected office for he became Chairman

many of the people felt that he was running for a third term, and voted 

against him. The day after the returns were all in I asked Sam if 

I might make his portrait. I wanted to do this in the Council room, 

so we went over to the building. While I was setting up my equipment 

I said to him "Sam, you have done a wonderful work for your people M 

since you have been chairman." He was silent for a few minutes, then



he said, ’’Well, I think I have waked them up to what they can do for 

themselves." This eloquent remark summed up his eight years of 

hard work in the fewest possible words, for indeed he ary^oused his 

people to their own potentials in this changing world.



Anthropology and dined with us at our friends’ birthday party.

Over the years when we were away from New Mexico, we often had
letters from Francis sending us news of the people at Red Rock, and 

always asking when we were coming back to see them. It was some 
seventeen years before we saw them again and we found many changes. 
Still living in the same little house, they had two daughters, much 
younger than the boys we had first known. The oldest son had been 

killed in the European theatre of World War Two, and almost the 
only object in the room where we were sitting was the flag that had 

been over the boy's coffin ffhen»he-aaa burri^t in France. They 
seemed dejected and we were distressed over the change. A year or 
two later we saw them again. They had moved to Shiprock where Francis 
had some sort of job with the Government Agency. We found that 
alchol had become a problem. We saw them every few years after 
that and always matters seemed a little worse. Then in 1962 we 

were at the Shiprock Fair and found them down by the river where 
Francis was sell a large crop of mellons he had raised. They both 
looked and seemd much more like their bid sieves, and we felt hope- 
ful that problem well in hand, and from talking with others, indeed-^*1*3

In the fall of 1964 we drove into Shiprock over the new 
highway from Monument Valley. Enquiring for our old friends at 

Charles Dickens' trading post, we learned that Francis had died from 
pneumonia the previous winter, and that Mrs. Frances had moved back 
to Red Rock. JJo we drove out to see her. There we found her in 
t e same little house with her two daughters and their babies. Mrs. 
Francis burst into tears when she saw us and it took Betsy quite a 

little time to quiet and comfort her. We had taken her out some 
fruit and as we were about to leaVe Mrs. Francis took my hand and



put itno it a beautifl hand woven belt she iwibii nufriy had recently 

made. Akxwkxwexs As we drove7away Betsy had them all smiling 

and happJKy. But this must have been a nostalgic visit for Betsy.

We looked at the familiar landscape finding many changes. The old 

concrete hospital building that had been ter home had been com­

plete removed, not a trace of it left. Other nearby buildings 

also were gone® one of them the old barn by the trading post. .But 

there were signs of progress, for up the road toward the mountains 

was a fine new school. Trees had been planted around it which were 

already of some size. Though she said nothing, I am sure that Betsy's 

mind was filled with thoughts of the many friends she had made and 

thGe work she done during those three short years of her nursing 

service* ^.Once an Indian has learned to trust a white person, the 

bond is vcjj-y eTTd-uving. yf We drove quietly back over the old familiar 

road, Shiprock, eternal and beautiful cast its long shadow over the 
<**•» §

desert floor in the 1 ate afternoon light, j k-z>

H O' U~x k^.

ft fa's

A^« tk



Among the many Navaho People of the Red Rock area with whom 

¿Betsy worked, two families, her closest neighbors, we have seen 

mniiy time» during these many years since the termination of her

nursing service. Grant and Lilly Benalley lived close by Betsy's

clinic, itP Grant at that was interpreter for the local missionary,

jbu oil Crrai

uJ-tfs*- 6'"' fU 
$ G i

and Lilly were very irienuly witn i,etsy ana were frequent a 
3©tk Hi aAAOf K.i. w RjtPsy

visitors ax ner small appartiseht. Tne baDy in tnls pictures was OKUA/S.
Betsy's first delivery after her nursing service commenced. We 

' fie?
have seen them from time—bar time duiingthe past fifteen years, once 

finding them at Crystal where Grant was custodian for the bi^ new 

day school and Lilly was cook for the hot lunches served to the 

children. Their own children are now grown, and thè last we heard 

they had moved to Toadlena. They have done well as both have been 

steady workers. Onf oné^occasion they came to see us in Santa Re, 

and we were pleased to have them look us up.

The other family who were special friends of both of^us, were 

Francis Nakai and his wife. ( We never have known what hers name 

is, so we have always called her Mrs. Francis.) They lived in a 

small square frame house directly south of Betsy&s quarters, perhaps 

a quarter of a mile away. Luring those early years of Betsy's as­

sociation with them, Francis was one of the outstanding men in the 

area, a good farmer and provider for his family. They had two spns 

boys of perhaps eight and ten, when we first knew them. Mrs. Francis

was one of Betsy's frequenti visitors. She would come, sit for 

a while, drink a cup of coffee, but as she spoke no English, con-

versation was very limited. She had great charm, and whenever I 
A

paid Betsy a visit, I saw her frequently. It was she whom we took . 

to Santa Fe tomsee the blanket collection at £he Laboratory of



Among the many Navaho People of the Red Rook area with whom 

Betsy worked, two families, her closest neighbors, we have seen 

from time to time during these many years since the termination 

of her nursing service. Grant and Lilly Benalley lived clcfse by 

Betsy’s cllnlo, for Grant at that time was interpreter for the local 

missionary whose church was near the old hospital building/ Both 

Grant and Lilly were very friendly with Betsy and were frequent 

visitors at her small appartment. Both spoke English fluently and 

did much to inform Betsy of the neighborhood news. Their baby in 

this picture was Betsy's first delivery after her nursing work com­

menced. We have seen Grant and Lilly occasionally during the past 

fifteen years, once finding them at Crystal where Grant was custodian 

for the big new day school and Lilly was cook for the hot lunches 

served to the children. Their own children are grown now, and the 1«*' 

we heard of them they had moved to Toadlena. They have done well, 

as both have been h&FddjrovkBksrs. On one occasion they came to see 

us in Santa Fe, which pleased us very much.

The other family who were special friends of both of us, were 

Francis Nakai and his wife. ( We never have known what her name 

is, so we have always called her "Mrs. Francis".) They lived in a

small frame house directly south of Betsy's quarters, perhaps a 

quarter of a mile away. During these early years of Betsy's associa­

tion with them, Francis was one of the outstanding men in the area, 

a good farmer and provider for his family. They had two sons, boys 

of perhaps eight and ten, when we first knew them. Mrs. Francis 

was one of Betsy's frequent visitors. She would come, sit for a 

while, drink a cup of coffee, but as she spoke no English, conver­

sation was very limited. She had great charm, however, and whenever 

I paid Betsy a visit, I saw her frequently. It was she whom we took



to Santa Fe t®> see the blanket collection in the Laboratory of 

Anthropology and who dined with us at our friends'mbirthday party.

Over the years when we were away from New Mexico, we often had 

letters from Francis, sending us the news of the people at Red Rock, 

and always asking when we were coming back to see them. It was 

seventeen years before we saw them again, and we found many changes. 

Still living in the same little house, they had two daughters, much 

younger than the boys we had first known. The oldest son had been 

killed in the European theatre of World War Two, and almost the only 

object in the room in which we were sitting was the flag that had 

been over the boyjH coffin at the time of his burrial in Prance.

Both Francis and his wife seemed dejected and we were distressed 

over the change. A year or so later we saw them again. They had 

moved to the community of Shiprock where Francis had some sort of 

Job with the Government Agency. We found that alcohol was the 

problem. We saw them every few years after that and always matters 

seemed a little worse. Then in 1962 we were at the Shiprock Fair 

and found them down by the San Juan River where Francis was selling 

a large crop of mellons he had raised. They both looked and seemed 

much more like their old selves, and we felt hopeful that the problem 

was well In hand, and from talking^others, found indeed that It was.

In the fall of 1964 we drove into Shiprock over the new highway 

from Monument Valley. Enquiring for our old friends at Charles 

Bicken’s Trading Post, we learned that Francis had died from pneu­

monia the previous winter and that Mrs. Francis had moved back to 

Red Rock, so we <rove out to see her. There we found her back in 

the same little frame house with her two daughters and their babies. 

Mrs. Francis burst into tears when she saw us and it took Betsy quite 

a little while to quiet and comfort her. We had taken her out some



fruit and as we were about to leave, Mrs. Francis took my hand and 

put Into It a beautiful hand woven belt she had recently made. We 

talked to the daughters for a little until it was time for us to go.

As we drove away Betsy had them all smiling and happy. But this 

must have been a nostalgio visit for Betsy. We looked at the faml- 

lar landscape find many changes about us. The old concrete.hospital 

building that had been Betsy's home had been completely removed, not 

a tracd of it left. Other buildings also were gone, one the old 

barn by the trading post. But there were signs of progress, for 

up the riad toward the mountains was a fine new school. Trees had 

been planted around it which were already of some size. Though 

she said nothing, X was sure that Betsy's mind was filled with thoughts 

of the many friends she had made and the work she had done during 

those three short years of her nursing service. During the past 

eight years we have seen again some eight or ten families in this 

region, former patients, and with each Betsy received a heart warming 

welcome. As we have found so often, onoe an Indian has learned to 

trust a white person, the bond is lasting.

We drove quietly back over the old familiar road, passing Shiprock, 

eternal and beautiful as it cast its long shadow over the desert floor 

in the late afternoon light, filling us with tranquility and peace.



Sam Afckeah, who became Chairman of the Tribal Council in 1946 

following the death of Chee Dodge, was born March 8, 1896. He 

grew up in the Shiprock area, going to school at Port Lewis, near Du 

Durango, Colorado. As a young man he worked at Mesa Verde National 

Park} later moving to Santa Pe for a position at the Laboratory of 

Anthropology. During his years away from the reservation, he was 

quietly learning the ways of the white man, methods of business, the 

way government was conducted, and in many ways preparing himself for 

his role as leader of the Tribe.

In 195< I we nt to Window Rock at the time of the Tribal eleotlon 

when Sam was defeated by Paul Jones. While Sam had served nearly 

two full terms, only one had been an elected office. But many of 

the people felt that he was running for a third term, and voted against 

him. The day after the returns were all in, I asked Sam if I might 

make his portrait. I wanted to do this in the Council room, at the 

Chairman's desk, so we went over to the building. While I was setting 

up my equipment, I said to him,"Sam, you have done a wonderful work 

for your people since you have been chairman.” He was silent for a 

few minutes, then he said," Well, I think I have waked them up to what 

they can do for themselves.” This eloquent remark summed up his eight 

years of hard work In the fewest possible words, for indeed he aroused 

his people to their own potentials in this changing world,

I heard such a nice story about Sam. During one of these years 

when he was making frequent trips to Washington, his son was in training 

at an Army base nearby. Meeting his father at the station, he urged 

that they take a sightseeing tulip of the Capitol City. They went up 

the Washington Monument, went to Mount Vernon, saw the Smithsonian I 

Institution, the Library of Congress, spending a busy day. The next 

morning when they got inot a taxi, Sam gave the driver a new destination



A.b they drove up to the steps of the Nation’s (hpitol, Sam’s son 

said *Gee, Dad, I cant take you in here.” Sara answered HI know, 

son, but I can take you.” So they went in to see Senator from 

New Mexloo, Dennis Chaves. "It was Senator Chaves who later obtained 

tickets for Sam to hear President Roosevelt’s last address to the 

Congress of the United States.
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