
The raising of sheep, the spinning of wool, the weaving of textiles, 

are almost as old as the human race,, gtnfi through the centuries this 

knowledge has spread far and wide. When the SpaAish Conquistadoresrip

the Southwesrn area of the United States in 1540 ZA/D. they

pea. Howevep', to their surprise, they found! an expedient 
.s' y ho

loom in use w4dfe"'lncLi.a>a-Pueblo

brought the first sheep ever« to be seen by the Indian inhabitants,

of—tt

i&ple weaving cotton gai

in e nrce<L] 

indents.

Numerous scraps of woven cotton cloth have been found in prehistoric
to .

ruins, indicating that the loom was probably in use fea the

century. This leads to the conclusion that the Navaho learned to
re»weave faa?m Pueblo people, possibly at about the time of the Indian

rebellion of 1680, when the Pueblo Indians united to drive the j -tfa.
A $ uVuj<fc. Vx. aCG<A>~ «J +)*- ZyJ*1' z

Spanish Conquerers iset <ft their land. jjome Pueblo groups took

refuge in the Old Navahland area,for remains of their dwellings 

have been found in close proximity to the Navaho. •

The eminent authority Charles Avery Amsden gives a clear picture

of this early a eve ¡tips Ant association between the Pueblo and Navaho, 
and all of the development related to weaving that foll^ed. The

Navaho are quick to adapt a craft or technique from others,

developing a style and character of their own in the creation of a®y- 
iheAuv« Kevwui.

-offaffr. The remarkable thing is that the Navaho has never made

any change in weaving methods with the exception^ of carding tools.

The Navaho loom of today is Just the same as it was when he ( or 

rahher she for all Navaho weavers are women with ojaAjs-er few exceptions) 

The basic difference in constructionfirst used the Pueblo loom.
(flS? Pueblo)

is that the Naacafe©»loom is upright, while the European loom is
/ft

'if*horizontal. The Spanish settlers of the Rio Grande Vally brought 7*
VtlvtLv«— CAAAcCl. “=4 ¡<8 t/

horizontal looms to New Mexico* hut, thy -IkPuUr-Co

tinued to use his aboriginal Invention. / .





The structure of the loom is both simple and practical.

It consists of two partsv- the weaving frame and the stationery 

learns which hold the weaving frame while in use. Looms are 

made of native wood- poles of a desired hlght being set into 

the ground with top and bottom cross beams. Usually the top 

cross beam is kKidxiHxpiaEexwtkk supported by natural crotches 

at the top of the upright poles, while the lower beam is 

securely tied at the bottom of the loom frame. These cross 

beams support the weaving frome after the warp has been placed 

in it.

When a weaver has determined the size of the rug or blanket

she will make, she first prepares her warp. A temporary

warping frame is made of four poles, two long ones, cut some

twelve to eighteen inches longer than the rug to be woven.

On top of these poles she places two shorter cross pieces,

sometimes broomsticks, tieing each corner very securely, care 
alt

being taken that baJ>h sides are parallel axdxstxaigkt and

measurements accurate. She then raises this frame from the 
placing it on four stones,

ground high enough to pass a wound ball of warp thread beneath 

the pxixx end sticks. Tieing one end of warp thread at the 

top (usually the upper left hand corner), the ball is then 

passed over and under the lower stick, then over and under t 

the top stick until a sufficient number of threads have been 

wound. The winding of the warp is most carefully done, 

making certain that the threads are straight, the tension even, 

and that there are no twists or crossed threads. She ties 

the last thread at the diagonal of the first tie.

Next she adds the edge cords, consisting of two or three 

ply twisted strands of weft threads which have been doubled.
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