
The Navaho have always been good farmers and have used those 
parts of the reservation which were suitable. The U.S.Department 
of Agriculture has done sxKslEHix much to teach the Navaho how to 
improve the soil, how to improve crops, and they have been 
willing pupils. They see quickly the results of properly handled 
crops and the increase in quality and size through good farming.

The largest exes agricultural area is the San Juan valley where 
irrigat on water is available. The large crops are alfalfa 
and corn, wiht lesser production of many other food products.
With the use of the newly impounded water from the Navaho Reservoir, 

acres of new farming land will become available. Most 
other farmed areas are small relying on small sources of water.
One such area has been the Chinle canyond, Le Chelly and del Muerto, 
particularly the latter. In traveling up the canyon it is hard 
to realize the extent of the small farms. Only from the air 
can it be realised, for there are many patches of alfalfa and corn, 
irrigate ■ by small ditches from the occasional water that runs down 
the canyon from local storms. In the canyon are some small peach 
orchards, planted by the Hopi long before the Navaho came to this 
area. fkssExtxExsxaxEX The first stock of these trees brought
to the Hopi by the early Franciscan Priests in the 16th century.

Some few isolated areas grow a little wheat# beansJ7**aad in 
the river valley melons, riot vegetables and some fruit. At 
both the Window Rock and Shiprock Fairs, there are fine agricultural 
exhibits similar to our,own county fairs. Here the Department of 
Agriculture points up the difference between good and poor ypgl^<> 
and the reasons why.

Through the trial project of water development, many new 
small areas suitable for farming are being produced, as new wells 
are drilled, and irrigation improved. Many of the crops grown 
are of Indian Origin. Corn, squash, mellons, beans(?) were brought 
into the Southwest from Mexico and South and Central America.
These are all foods given to us by the Indians of the Western 
Hemisphere, all unknown to Europe until Europeans came to these 
shores. The Navaho grow those adapted to the high, dry climate
of their reservation.



Indeed. This was taking place during the depression, the live 
stock isaxkBl and wool markets were at an all time low. Many 
Navaho simjly refused to sell parts of -ther flocks. The Relief 
Administration did purchase 100,000 sheep. Cull animals were 
taken from large stock owners, hut the small owners lost many of 
their animals through this percentage system. The small owners
objected and became extremely suspicious of the program. In 1934 
She an agreement was reached between the^^auncil and the Bareau 
of Indian Affairs for the purchase of 150,000 goats and 50,000 
more shee^e^ihe Relief Administration, and the Navaho were com­
mitted to sell 50% of ther female goats. This produced a violent 
protest, particularly from the Navaho women. The goats were to 
be delivered to packing plants in small lots. It was impossible uM 
to complete this by the designated dates owing to the long distances. 
Permisslon-w-as gran Led' that the NavahO~could slaughter as many 
goats as the^eggld^^hnTrsuBe.. But hundreds of animals were 5 
slaughtered on the spot and -left to rot. In one area 3500 goats 
were so disposed of at one time. This led to a near riot, amt
many Navaho faahisgxthah not understanding the reduction
plantf^**jWhile this was all a sound policy for the benefit not only 
the land but also for the future of the people, the execution of the 
policy was aai doubtless not done taisitgKHtly in a maner that could 
be sufficiently understood by the majority of the sheep raisers 
them selves^- Plans were made to establish grazing regulations 

/'" which‘were finally put into effect, approved by the Tribal Council,
/ and carried out by the Council. But the necessity fur '”th‘6"'T3Leuk 

reduct-tdftl*'kprogram was still not understood by many and it became 
a matter of great contoversy during the 1940 period, ihe right of 
the Secretary of the Interior to enforce grazing regulations was 

. ajiha±± established.^^The return of livestock and wool markets to 
vVc good prices a rl several years of good rains, eased the situation 

just prior to the war, and wi h the war, new a??!axhHH±hhBBxfax 
txKXKxxKxafxhXKflawxhaxxKXjxhas&XKitxxadCxSaxxhikxpKQqshK; sources of 
income became available^ -niiiliir'MhniT^<wg . iMazlhg Wxe «taad
Prog¿e.ss.in the .-------is still going on, arrd~~re'ggntment
•has- Ahahsix lessened. - It is a fact that over the centuries of 
sheep raising all >eiver the world, that destruction of grazing has land 

aas followed. XhBXJtBSKXisxafxSaxihxAhxiBaxx&hiHa?: With modern
ed land

-bto, ■

Resentment has lessened as HHdKXshaadiHgxaHh education 
in the handling of grazing areas hasxhssxKasadx and the

hasxtSExaaaaS: 
improvement

of stock has become understood 
is ing



Ever since the early days when the Navaho stole sheep from 

Spanish settlers, the raising of sheep has been thett chief 

source of income. For it was sometime during the l?th century 

that they changed from being xnsatii farmers to being stockmen. The 

Navaho has never been a nomad in the true sense of the word, he 

moved for summer grazing range usually returning to his former 

habitat during the winter. But as the flocks increased, the Navaho 

moved to new pastures in directions where there was the least re­

sistance. By 1846 when the United States acquired the Southwest 

the estimated amount of Navaho livestock as 30,000 head of cattle,

Seventeen years 
£4«.

U.j3_.A^gKi8.nd the forced exile to Fort Sumner. During this campaign 

of scorched earth policy, great nmbers of livestock were captured 

or destroyed. A relatively.small number of sheep were taken with 

the Navaho iixxXHxixShsnraKX on their "Long Walk". Some few doubtless 

were hidden in remote canyons. Four years later, following their 

return to their present reservation, sheep were again to be their 

chief economic resource. In 1869 the Government Issued three sheep 

to each family, ( some 15,000) and it was astonishing how rapidly 

this number increased. At the time of the signing of the treaty 

the reservation contained three and one half million acres, perhaps 

one sixth of the area they had previously occupied. Between 1878 

and 1935» this area was expanded several times, until today the 

reservation contains approximately 15,000,000 acres. On the major 

part of this area, the Navaho have pastured their sheep for nearly 

a century.

As long ago as 1894 one far seeing Government agent saw that 

the land was being depleted of its natural grasses. He protested 

to Washington, requesting an increase in pasture land. Again



Ever since the erfcly days wheh the Navaho stole sheep from 
the Spanish settlers, xtessp the raising of sheep has heen their 
chief source of income. For it.was sometime during the 17th 
century that they changed from being agriculturists to being stock 
men. Through raids they increased their herds of both horsesand 
sheep. The Navaho has never been a nomad in the true sense of 
the word, he moved for grazing purposes during the summer montthsn 
usually returning to his former habitat during the winter. But 
as the flocks increased the Navho moved to new pastures in the 
direction where there there was the least resistance. By 1846 
when the United Spates acquired the Southwest, the estimated amout 
of Navaho livestock was "30,000 head cattle, 500,000 sheep, 10,000 
head of horses,mules and asses". Seventeen years later came 
the subjugation of the Navaho by Kit Carson a d the exile to Fort 
Sumner. During this campaign of scorched earth policy by the 
U.S.Army, great quantities of live stock were captured, or destroyed.
A small number of sheep went fc* Fort £ümner with the Navaho onthe - 
"Long Walk'.' Some few doubtless ESEapsofxÜéto remote canyons. ,
Following the ruturn of Navaho to their present reservation,'1“'sheep 
waes again to be their cheif economic resourse. In 1869 the 
Government issed three head of sheep to each family, ( some 15,000, ) 
and it was astonishing how rapidly this number increased. At this

time the reservation contained 3s million acres, perhaps one sixth 
of the area they had previously occupied. Between 1878 and 1935, 
this area was expanded several times, until today tixEantai the 
reservation contains approximately 15,000,000 acres. On the major 
part of this area the Navaho halt pastured shfiep for nearly -one

But as long ago ago as 1894 one far seeding Government agent 
saw the land being depleted. He protested to Washington, ueging. ^fr***^/ 
for an increase in pasture land. Again in 1914, Father Anselm
Weber xxxe sent an urgent rdquegt to Gmgress to validate claims 
to grazing lands adjacent .to the reservation. His estimate of 
Navaho stock at this time*as more than a million and a half sheep, 
and a wuarter of million of other live stock. About one third off*-* 
total number were grazed outside of the reservation boundry. To 
quote from his report " The Navaho reservation is stocked heavier, 
and ixxnaaxK its range is more run down than the range of other parts 
of New Mexico and Arizona.*** the soil is eroding badly in aapy 
pla ces and the sheep have but a scant living. The former heavy 
stand ±of grama grass is nearly extinct.in many areas.*

T^e^e followed years of discussion and it was not until 1930 J-ottcr^ y 
that a survey of the reservation was ordered. Grazing surveys wArs. f 
bagara-in 1933 and by 1935 it was estimated that not more than
half a million sheep could be supported on the Navaho range.. These 
surveys and estimates were the beginning of the stock reduction 
program which teas caused such controversy. The Indian Commlsioner 
had a choice of three solutions. One, to go to the"grass roots" 
explaining to the individual sheep raisers the necessity for decreasing 
the size of their flocks. SmrxxiaxtBXKExacxiixagXHSixaitxifcEm^xT This 
would have taken years to accomplish. Two, to force such a program
on the Navaho which he was unwilling to do. Third, to go the the 
newly formed Tribal council urging them to Initiate the reduction 
plan. This lateivwas the chosen^methoci., But because the newly 
formed Navaho government was nut ye-t-fUily understood by people in 
remote areas, they refused to comply. The Navaho council understood 
the necessity for reducing the flocks, but thei r taskas difficult



Again in 191A, Father Anselm Weber of Saint Michaels Mission sent 

an urgent plea to Congress to validate claims to grazing lands ad­

jacent to the reservation. His estimate aixkhiaxtiniE of Navaho 
stock
shEE? at this time was more than a million and a half sheep, and 

a quarter of a million of other live stock. About one third of 

this number were grazing outside of the reservation boundry. To 

quote from his report,'* The Navaho Reservation is stocked heavier 

and its range is more run down than the range of other parts of New 

Mexico and Arizona****the soil is eroding badly in many places and 

the sheep have but a scant living. The former heavy stand of 

gramma grass is nearly extinct in many ?±aEEEX areas."

Years of discussion followed and it was not until 1930 that a 

land survey of the reservation was ordered. Grazing surveys were 

begun in 1933 and iixwa by 1935 it was estimated that not more than 

half a million sheep could be supported on the Navaho range. These 

surveys and estimates were the beginning of the stock reduction 

program which has caused much controversy.
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