
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
January 4, 1958 
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Here j_s t,he report of our yes'�erdayi s meeting that I promised to send you. 

B.L.M. Grazing District No, 7 is the same country that is !:1lso called the Checker
Board Area, the Eastern Navajo country and Land Use Distric�s No. 15, 16 and 19. It
h13.s been continuously inhabited by Navajo Indians for many centuries. The old people
called this place Dene Tah.

Land is the mother of you Navajo people. From the land you use to make a good liv
ing. From your dry farms you use to raise lots of corn, beans and squash. From 
your goat herds you got meat and milk so your children would grow strong. From your 
sheep you got the wool to weave your beautiful rugs and lambs to sell to the Traders 
so you could buy the things you didn't raise on your land. 

In those days you had lots of land to move around in and you were a healthy and happy 
people. To-day, the older people who are listening to me can remember those good 
times, because it was only about fifty years ago that the land we now call Grazing 
Distr:i.ct No. 7 was part of the Navajo Reservation. Then your Reservation reached out 
eastward to the Continental Divide. It took in the south half of the present Jicar
illa Apache Reservation. It contained nearly six rn:U.lion acres of grass land, meaas 
and forests of cedar and pinon. YOUR LAND by right of settlement and occupation. 
But it didn't remain your land very long. 

During the administration of Wm. Howard Taft, (acting upon t,he advice of New Mexican 
Politicians that your Reserva�ion was too big) your lands were taken away from you 

and thrown back to Public Domain. This is when the land troubles of the Eastern 
Navajos started. If at this time New Mexico Indians had tad the right to vote, it 
is very doubtful Mr. Taft would have dared to cancel out your: Reservation. Afte!' 
the canceling out of your Rese�vation the Bureau of Indian Affairs start issuing 160 
acre allotments to some Navajos" But through the years tbe Bureau of Indian Affairs 
has made a sorry job of alloting land to you Indians. ��ry hundreds of individual 
allotments have been canceled out by the Governoent without proper lawful cause, 
Titles to exchange allotments lost, etc. 

In 1935 Bureau of Indian Affairs reported to Congress--3800 Indian allotments had 
been issued to Eastern Navajos. How many of these 3800 al�.otments can the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs account for to-day? 

Ever since the canceling of your Reservation, your land holdings have gotten smaller 
and smaller, your population larger and larger until today, about 20,000 Indians are 
living (or trying to live) on only two million acres. Unfortunately wh.iJ.e losing 
land you people also lost a great number of your livestock. This was pai:·tly cue to 
the illegal sheep and goat reduction forced upon you by your f("C..a".'dien, ·,.be Bureau of 
Indian Affairs; and by the language of the Taylor Grazing Act, which w!'l"ln passed by 
Congress never provided rules and regulations to fairly administrate R grazing 
District with such a large population as had District No, 7. An overnight that. 
ITLght STILL be remedied by an Act of Congress because no ot-her Grazing Dist:t'ict in 
the eleven Western States has such an immense population as has District No. 7. 

The following is a Bureau of Land l-bnagement land report made in 1950. Study it 
c&refully because it tells a tragic story--a story our groat nation should be 
ashamed of: 

REPOR T 

Indian allotffients, Indian homesteads, lands leased by 
individuals and the Tribal Council, and Tribal purchase • •  

Other lands used, including public lands under grazing 
permit and resettlement purchase • • • • • • • •  

Total used by Navajo Indians • • • • • • 

Lands used by non-Indians - privately owned, leased, 
and public lands under grazing permit • • • • • •  , 

Total lands available for grazing purposes in the DistriLt . 

Number of Navajo grazing permittees and licensees • • • •  

Humber of non-Indian gx·uz i ng p'3J:roi.t toAs "'nti J :i r.en�ees. 

843,952 Acres 

l,2],).:...!...710 Acres 
2,055.662 Acres 

1. 248. 42'3 Acres 

1,301.,085 Acres 

1,290 
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If all Navajo land holdings in District No. 7 was divided up among the Indian popula
tion, each Navajo man, we.nan and child would have only 100 acres. Who can make a 
living on 100 acres of dry des�rt land? 

If all non-Indian land in District No. 7 wero divided up among the White Ranchers, 
each Whiteman would have about 25,000 acres. 

This report says only 1290 Indian stockmen have permits and licenses to grazing their 
herds in District No. 7. What about the other 17,000 Navajos living in District No. 
7? The landless people who have no livestocx, who have no patch o! ground to farm, 
who don 1 t even own the land upon which th0ir hogan homes are built. What is to be
come of all the landless Indian babies born each year in District No. 7? What is 
going to happen to all the landless old people--too old and tired to labor on the 
railroads and in the carrot fields? 

Isn't it about time you Navajo Leaders ask the Bureau of Lar,d Management, the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs, the Tribal Council and the New Mexico Congressional Delegation 
what can be done for your unfortunate Tribesmen? It would seem, Mr. Murray Morgan, 
State Land Commissioner has a solution to this problem in District No. 7. He wants 
the Federal Government to turn over District No. 7 to the State of New Mexico. Mr. 

Morgan wants the fees from the Grazing Permits. Whether he also wants the financial 
responsibility of helping the 17,000 landless Indians is not known. New Mexico 
politics being what it is, do you Indian people want to change managers of your graz
ing District at this time? If you don't, I suggest you organize, fight and holler 
for your legal rights as citizens of New Mexico. 

Demand Tribal funds with which to hire a lawyer. And for God's sake don't get an 
Eastern lav1yer. It takes those boys five years to find out what 11Yaa teh hey 11 means, 
Demand from Bureau of Indian Affairs an accounting of your Indian allotments for the 
past fifty years. Find out why and how come the National Monument people can fence 
off 20,000 acres of your range in Chaco Canyon. Demand fair share of Educational and

Medical funds appropriated by Congress. Demand proper law enforcement. After all 
you people are tax payers you know, Organize voting precincts because you may need 
political ammunition. Meet regularly with your chapter officers and Trital Delegates 
and discuss issues. And always remember that, 11The Wagon WhE:el That Squeaks the 
Loudest Always Gets the Most Grease. 11 

Goodbye and God Bless You AlH 

Belicanna Nez 



CHAPTER \'J; 

\TEU •' ·,,-n 1 "')IAN LIEU RIGHTS
IN ADMINISTERING its land, the Santa Fe Pacific encountered Indiannghts of occupancy a,, '"''u as white. In 1872 the· L ! i:led a map of definite location with the Secretary of the Inte· •r to establish itsclaim to all odd-nurribered section� in the grant not yet appropriated The company obviously sought n0 ;:ir,,J , ·ithin the already establishe ...Kavajo reservation, then only" r,h as large as nl" or the Lagi .. 1d �!so smalle than at present. L,tr the federal au·' "ties estabfo1 <'d:w re<, ,ns and enlarge11 others. The grn r111 ,ent assignerl • 1 :ndian� t cven-num· 1 sections, b, ·a11<e , reviously it 1 ,dgranted • !road the odd 1 1mbered ont:s. and :reated a cherhr-bua,d oi -mivPd land as kward as that in the San Franr1< ·oM " nta , e-t Reserve. •· ..>sequenth it 0ften. but not always,soh ed the difficult� by a lieu scrii, transacuon with the railroad. T'it rrn,t Pt-rj•lexing situation was in the reservation of thet- ')�, lot:ared r,, ··th , f the Atchison main line in the northwesternsixth of New Mexico, the northeastern quarter of Arizona, and theadjoining parts of Colorado and Utah. There the federaf government 11, 181)� had olal� 1 tt1. 1ousa1 Indians on 3,500,000 acres oi land;these gre,\ by 1940 to fort) , ne thousand people in an area of15.000.000 acres. The expansion in land provoked the inevitable confl; >etween the bdt interests ot white men and red The argumentsred on the re, 1uval of so mucn acreage from the tax rolls, medr ·lopment of a .,lit1onal water resources on the reservation, thep, es causing r ang-e deterioration, and the methods to seruren 1m utilizatit ·1 ,{ Indian-controlled land. A related probl,·mwas th: Navajos' use Jf the puhlic domain outside the reservation incompetition with whiter , .. 11..her,,, all too often neither had any scruple�about trespassing upon the other's range. The strongest advocate of the Kavajos was Father Anselm Weber,Father Supt rior of the Francisc,m .Fria-, ar St Michaels, Arizona,frou1 1897 to 1921. Of him Joues once "rote: He has gr�at influence with the Navajo Indians, with the various county•ffir, I, v1th the Indian Ag-em m,1 with evervone with whom he comesm ?,nt.,r 11 e is sine, ,. and ht i,, de\ oted to tlw work nf elevating theIn,! a have had a g,, ., ,ieaJ to do with him for a numLt:r of years anrlat1on for him g1 . Pe knows every spring, every valley ;.r., eve, .I IJJt ol timber on the S( ut portion of the Navajo reserve ..
1 Jones to W. B. Jansen, July 21 1 )r, <;w 28-110. 
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1Vew fvfe:n.o, ,1d1an L.tu J<ights �l 
\ \, eber concentr it ·d on uplifting the red men morally and economically rather than on preaching the Gospel to unprepared and unwillinglisteners He vigorously advocated lieu land exchanges. He accompli, , much, securing result.; sometimes imme<liately and other time.i«l tu a lapse of as much as twenty-five y ..... 1s. Weber and Howe! Jones
co-operated since both favored lieu transactions. The railroad man
l ea•l_. admired he pad.·e ;;, . ... . Jones's lei t·� t,, the �riest 
contain a warm note of friendliness and good will to be found m noother land department correspondence, not even that sent Hugo Sea-
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1erg. Jones and Weber were both fortunate •o have ea:h other �s
1llies in s<:eking to solve the problem of intermixed NavaJo and rad
·oad land.2 

After this general consideration of the problems the railroad and
he government encountered in the various Indian reservations, it is
ime to turn to the specific details. 

In 1902 the Santa Fe Pacific abandoned the unrealistic dream
hat somehow it might solidify all its grant and turned to securing
nore scrip, which cummanded an immediate market. Jone7, -�i�ed
>y the orders of General Solicitor E .. �- �enna, took _the m1h�t1�er \1/ashingtori •o secure a law iltuhonzmg lieu transactions to ehTT',

·,rivate l...i,, ,rithin Jnd1an reservations. te convi:1ced �Perr-
,,f the r,, road's difficult,.:, I. the Navaiu,

11 1 ',e government ' 1 acres in Arizu, 
,11<1 ,·.-l , ,.'•1nrly small amount of land to individua 
"UC �•h ,,er, (1 f 1Q passim.) 

solved by lieu ex
'iem at $1.25 an 

men or their 
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