
In the Senate of the United States 
January 7, 19!?7

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 

(Introduced by Senator Murray)

WHEREAS it is the understanding of Congress that its responsibi
lity in the American Indian problem cannot be fulfilled by the dispersal of 
Indian communities, but by the continuous development of their human economic 
potentials and

WHEREAS it is recognized that Indian communities cannot be con
sidered to have reached the American level of well-being until the principles 
of the consent of the governed, self-determination, and local self-government 
are operative, nor until Indian opportunities in economy, education and health 
are measurably equal to those of their fellow citizens; and

WHEREAS the American ’’point U program,” as it has been applied 
successfully in undeveloped areas of the world, reveals tested techniques 
whereby American Indian communities may be so developed; Now therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring) 
That the Bureau of Indian Affairs shall be, by definition, an agency to assist 
American Indian communities to reach the level of well-being enjoyed by other 
communities in the United States, and the governing program of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs shall be an American Indian point U program.

It is declared to be the sense of Congress that this program 
shall be offered to the American Indian communities without exacting termina
tion of Federal protection of Indian property or of any other Indian rights as 
its price; that Indian culture and identity shall not be restricted or destroy 
ed; that technical guidance and financial assistance shall be made available; 
that the request for assistance shall come from the Indians themselves after 
each Indian group has studied itself in terms of its own needs; that an impar
tial effort shall be made to deal with the development of natural resources to 
maximum capacity, to develop the full capabilities of industrial and agricul
tural production, of improvements in housing, nutrition, clothing, sanitation, 
and health, and of the resettlement on their initiative of individuals and 
families in other areas; that technical assistance shall be given to long-term 
general, vocational, technical and professional education to enable American 
Indians to share fully in our total American society and to contribute to it; 
and that older, revered values shall be respected and used as new forms of 
living are introduced.

It is further declared to be the sense of Congress that the 
Secretary of the Interior shall review all programs of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs in order to develop its activities to further an American Indian point 
U program, and that he shall report to Congress at the earliest possible date 
his recommendations for such legislation as may be necessary to accomplish the 
purposes of this resolution.

Finally, it is declared to be the sense of Congress that Federal 
protection and services shall be ended for any tribe, band, or group only when 
such unit shall have adopted a plan for its organization and operation under 
State law, and such plan shall have been approved by the appropriate State and 
by the Secretary of the Interior prior to its submission to the Congress.
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