
THE FRONTIER SOCIETY
INCORPORATED

Albuquerque, New Mexico

February II, 1938

Miss Laura Gilpin
317 Cheyenne Road
Colorado Springs, Colorado

My dear Miss Gilpin:

Thank you so much for sending me the list of 
NAMES. I HAVE WRITTEN TO ALL OF THEM, SENDING 
THEM EACH A COPY OF THE PROSPECTUS. ONE OF 
them, Willard King, to whom I had written the 
WEEK BEFORE, HAD ALREADY SENT IN HIS CHECK.
I HOPE I SHALL HAVE AS GOOD LUCK WITH SOME OF 
THE REST OF THEM*.

Our FIRST MEETING, LAST FRIDAY, WAS VERY SUC­
CESSFUL AND ENCOURAGING. DEAN HERSHEY CAME FROM 
The Springs in proxy for President Davies who 
HAD BEEN CALLED TO THE COAST. MRS. MaCFARLANE 
came from Denver. All my officers and trustees 
from Santa Fe and Albuquerque were present. The 
by-laws were passed, the whole policy of both 
the Society and its publication was outlined and 
discussed in detail. We now have an active or­
ganization WORKING AND HAVE EVERY REASON TO FEEL 
THAT PLANS WILL PROGRESS AS RAPIDLY AS POSSIBLE.

Returns on this initial prospectus have not been 
AS HIGH, TO DATE, AS I HAD HOPED; BUT PERHAPS 
IT IS TOO SOON TO TAKE TOO DEFINITE AN OPINION.
I AM HOPING THAT A FEW PEOPLE WHO CAN WILL FIND 
IT POSSIBLE TO MAKE LARGER FINANCIAL GESTURES TO 
MAKE-UP FOR THE MANY WHO WILL NOT CONTRIBUTE.

I SHOULD LIKE TO RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF TRUS­
TEES THAT YOU BE INVITED TO SERVE AS A TRUSTEE.
I AM SENDING A MEMORANDUM TO EACH MEMBER NEXT 
WEEK, RECOMMENDING THE NAMES OF JOHN MEEM AND OF 
Judge Bratton of this city. I believe that your 
INTEREST AND ADVICE WILL BE DEFINITELY HELPFUL 
to the Society and should be very pleased to know 
that your interest is sidffucient that you will 
agree to serve in this capacity. If you accept, 
WHEN YOUR NAME HAS BEEN APPROVED I SHALL SEND YOU 
A COPY OF THE MINUTES OF THIS FIRST MEETING WHICH 
OUTLINES THE ORGANIZATION IN DETAIL.

Kenneth Chapmen, President; Dr. Sidney F. Pattison, Vice-President for Arizona; Dr. Thurston J. Davies, Vice-President for 
Colorado; Mrs. James Macfarlane, Secretary; First National Bank of Albuquerque, Treasurer; Jack Vandermeyer, Chairman, 
Board of Trustees; Dr. James F. Zimmerman, Mrs. Ina Sizer Cassidy, Joseph L. Dailey, Trustees.



Miss Laura Gilpin 2.

You WILL BE INTERESTED IN THIS ITEM. I HAD WRITTEN 
Cecil Beaton, asking him if he would be interested 
IN DOING A SERIES OF DRAWINGS AND PHOTOGRAPHS TO AC­
COMPANY A PERSONALITY SERIES. A LETTER JUST ARRIVED 
FROM HIM THE OTHER DAY, SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH THE STORY 
IN TIME ABOUT HIS BREAK WITH VOGUE. I HAD JUST RE­
CEIVED MY COPY OF VOGUE WHICH WAS ONE OF THE UNEXPUR­
GATED COPIES. IN HIS LETTER TO ME HE SAID ’I AM NOW 
UNDER CONTRACT WITH VOGUE’—THEN HAD CROSSED OUT THE 
words ’with Vogue* in pencil! He said he would be 
INTERESTED IN DOING THE SERIES IF THE WORK WOULD NOT 
BEGIN UNTIL JUNE. HiS WILL CERTAINLY BE A GOOD NAME.
I THINK THIS PUBLICITY, WHILE NOT TOO DESIRABLE FOR 
HIM AMONG A CERTAIN GROUP, WILL NOT HURT HIM PERMAN­
ENTLY.

Robert Edmond Jones, Maurice Sterne, Oliver LaFarge, 
Erna and Harvey Fergusson, Edna Ferber, John Meem,
Gisella Loeffler, Lowell Thomas, Count Knuthenborg, 
Reginald Pole, Sir Evelyn ’French and Thornton Wilder- 
AMONG THE NAMES ON THE LIST IN MY PROSPECTUS—HAVE 
ALL AGREED TO CONTRIBUTE DURING THE FIRST YEAR. YOU 
SEE I AM REALLY GETTING MY OUTLINE OF CONTENT LINED- 
UP. I BELIEVE THE SET-UP I SHALL HAVE TO ANNOUNCE 
IN MY SECOND PROSPECTUS TO REGULAR SUBSCRIBERS WILL 
REALLY BE IMPOSING AND WILL HELP PRE ISSUE SALES TRE­
MENDOUSLY. I PLAN SOME KIND OF PUBLICITY SUCH AS 
LIFE TRIED—MAKING COPIES HARD TO GET. I BELIEVE I 
SHALL ANNOUNCE THAT THE MAGAZINE WILL NOT BE AVAIL­
ABLE ON NEWS-STANDS. WE MAY LOSE A FEW RETAIL SALES 
THAT WAY, BUT I BELIEVE IT WILL BOOST OUR SUBSCRIP­
TIONS. It certainly did for LIFE’.

I SHALL NOT BE COMING TO COLORADO AS SOON AS I EX­
PECTED DUE TO THE SLOWNESS WITH WHICH THIS PRELIM­
INARY WORK IS MOVING. PERHAPS YOU WILL BE COMING 
down to New Mexico within the next month? If you 
COME, PLEASE DO LET ME KNOW. I SHOULD LIKE VERY 
MUCH TO DISCUSS MANY PLANS WITH YOU.

My sincere good wishes and again, thank you for the
LIST OF NAMES.
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