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Laura Gilpin biographical notes

1891 born Colorado Springs, April 22

cl902 Given a brownie camera

1903 given developing tank for Christmas

c 3,900 ' s

1904

studied the violin

visit to Laura Perry in St. Louis to see the St.

Louis Fair.

1905

19 J®-OS

Gilpin family portrait&by Gertrude Kasebier in

New York

First autochrome color transparencies

1^^
I

4^*
cy* J

moved to western slope of Colorado^¿Mad" {fixed up a 

darkroom fc?

1915 Visited San Diego and San Francisco. At the San 

Francisco Fair had first contact with painting and 
sculpture wfe-eSS»-She photographed. L’A f
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Laura Gilpin biographical notes
1916-1917 Studied at the Clarence White School in New York? 

friendship with Gertrude Kasebier

1916

1918

Managed trio of musicians ut- , /

Struck with influenzia, 
Colorado.

Took year to recover in

1933 Met the landscape photographer William Henry
Jackson when he came through Colorado Springs to
see her father. Jackson's second wife was her . ,

133- . L-(t.c4zs>^- net«
father’s cousin. IfiS" series of Ranch pictures 

(fans*"
of Gilpin's ranch east of

Colorado Springs.

.19: Met Elizabeth Foster.X.
) <^2-0 First saw New Mexico with her father on a wiater

trip from Colorado Springs to Durango (‘tte*~li3ny -Mcry«r 
P Cijyj-io u>-eA*- fh-c-t- <)W2_ z CJ <• i-*<>-- ■— ii- __--- i ——.--- . • . Took first y

photography of the landscape on that trip.

1922 Europe with Brenda Putnam - lens fell out of her

Graflex into the water. New lens, a Pinkham and 
Smith soft focus, developed a flare and she began 
stopping down for compensation. Studied books by 

William Blake in British Museum print room.
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Laura

1922

1930

\Z-Cidi- i

1931

Silpin

Home to Colorado.

as well as school

urtnrZ.
Architectural and portraiture , 

catalogues.z J

p<5

Trip with Miss Foster to photograph ruins ofX*

hz-dLc ¿w c3’-C3tM. ¿3-vd£?L-
desert in Navaho country.

O/V*~ ix^o-^^c.
stalled in the

y Gt-S
Miss Foster accepted job »? nurse on Navaho 
Reservation. Laura begins her interst in the 

Navaho people and their landscape.

1932

1930 -

1942-4

1946

Yucatan photographing Mayan Ruins QcJ^r$Uz-tXu c|n-0T^> A 'f-fTinlruu /

Navaho pictures in guide book to New Mexico by 

WPA writers project.

Rfemt- photographer for Boeing in Wichita, Kansas

trip to Yucatan, published book on the Mayan Ruins

in 194W, worked on the Rio Grande book.
8
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1950 Returned to the Navaho Reservation and began 

serious 15 year study of the Navaho people which 
resulted in her book The Enduring Navaho

1974

1975

Retrospective Exhibition'.Museum of New Mexico

K r^k-c-zxr»- Vu>- K>la-eu* f-
r Ga. i 7<?

Guggenheim Fellows Alf>



Laura Gilpin Bibliography

By Laura Gilpin

The Pueblos; A Camera Chronicle, Hastings House, 1941

Temples in Yucatan, Hastings House, 194$

The Rio Grande: River of Destiny, Duell, Sloan
and Pearce 1947

The Enduring Navaho, University of Texas Press,
Austin and London, 1968.

About Laura Gilpin ,

David Vestal, "Laura Gilpin^Photographer of the 
Southwest", Popular Photography, February, 1977.
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