
February 15, 1977

Hr. and Mra* Alan Goodman
Elegant Images
2057 Majestic Drive
Wilmington, Delaware 19810

Dear Mr, and Mrs, ioodaaa;

Thank you very much far your letter and the 
Information you enclosed about your "Elegant 
Inay I have had ydur address end first
folder for some time and. I am pleased that ■ 
you picked up the fact that I am an old 
platinum printer out of the article in the 
magazine, ’’Popular Photography", I have made 
a great many hand-coated platinum prints In 
the course of a good many years and I am just - 
about to start on a sizable job now,

I notice In your list of supplies that you 
have feri’ic oxalate., only as powder, I have 
never seen t .is chemical in this form, but 
have been toll by another printer that it Is not 
very satisfactory. There are one or two things 
I would like to have from you. One camel’s hair 
brush (do you have these in larger than 1") and
I would like at least two or three sheets of
your Hives paper in the white, cut to approximately
II x 16 size or smaller, I notice in your instruc­
tion sheet that you do not designate the drying 
time of the freshly coated paper, What I was 
taught by Clarence White and .JJaul Anderson was 
that the coating must dry in n$t less than 5-min­
utes nor more than 10. Personally, in this cli­
mate, I find it not quite bone dry at.5 minutes
or a little over, and certainly under 3ft so I fin­
ish i|- off over an electric hot plate just to
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make the paper hone dry. I also have kept 
successfully, coated paper, In a metal tube 
such as the one prepared paper came in origin­
ally with a small ball of silica gel inside to 
absor» any moisture.

About two years ago leaumont Newhall came up 
from The university of New iiexico in Albuquerque, 
whqre he teaches photographic history and with 
the aid of .a graduate student of his, whose wife 
was doing n^tisan picture work, we did a film. It 
was a d emoh strut ¿on of ma-idng a nand—coated plat­
inum, We had great fun doing this and there were 
many amusing situations, he had no script, so 
we just got up and did it. ¿eaumont uses this 
film at the University, but he tola me ¿ust the 
other day that theygare going to have reprints 
for sale for school® or other places that might 
be interested. I believe they will also rent it.

I am sorry to tell you my Retrospective show in 
Poughkeepsie which was at Zassar in November and 
December has come back out to the western area of 
the country, I had quite a few platinums In this 
show, but I do not think It is going to travel 
more than the present 'bookings, and' will close 
July of t:io year. It has been on the road for 
over 2 years, Io return to the processing of 
hand-coated platinums, the whole trouble seems 
to be in the ferric oxalate, «hen I used it 
some ye.- rs ago, it came In the form of rather 
olive-green scales, I have never heard of a 
powder before, until I received your notice} but 
from all I have beenable to learn about contemp­
orary pri&tfk'lch blSdks, rather than dark prints 
arc what I find missing. There is no printing 
medium that has such a wonderfully long scale 
as platinum, I have earlier prints of my own. 
that have wonderful' blacks, as well as all the 
light values. I have a feeling I have to prove 
(through experimentation) the present-day ferric 
oxalate has something added to preserve It. This 
I am anxious to solve. I think Lee Wltkln still 
bar a few of my platinums, sometime when you are


	‎Z:\Laura Gilpin\Box 10\PDF\A2007-069_010_020_0024_001.pdf‎
	‎Z:\Laura Gilpin\Box 10\PDF\A2007-069_010_020_0024_002.pdf‎

