








MARJORY PALMER WATT

General William Jackson Palmer met his wife in Pennsylvania in 

a town near Philadelphia where he and William S. Jackson grow up in 

Qdaker families. Mrs. Palmer had been known as a "belle". ? Her

maiden name was Mary Lincoln Mellen. After General and Mrs Palmer 

were married in the fall of 1871, she was always known as Queen.' 4 „ 

General Palmer had been building a big house in Glen Eyrie which was 

nearing completion. The connection with the Mellen family had been 

a close one. So General Palmer invited Queen's father and her six

half-brothers and sisters to join her in coming west for.-the, wedding. 

Clark Mellen was well known later' to-the children in Colorado Springs.

Mrs. Palmer was intrigued by .her new life. She helped choose 

names for the wide streets and avenues as they were laid out in Colo­

rado Springs.

Elsie Palmer was born'in 1872. She always seemed a very sensi-’- 

five individual. Dorothy was born in 1880. Shortly after her birth. , 

Mrs. Palmer's health failed. The doctors thought the climate too 

high for her so she and the two children moved to England where Marjory 

was -born/ November 12/ 1881. After Mrs..Palmer died in 1894, the 

General brought his three daughters back to Glen Eyrie when Marjory 

was almost fourteen; Her accent was always English rather than 

American - not unusualin Colorado Springs or "Little London" as if 

was often called because of the large numbers of English people who



had come to live hare.

Some of the happiest ..memories of my first thirty-five years are 
connected with Marjory Palmer, one of the rare people with a really 
beautiful personality as well as physical beauty.

After her return to Glen Eyrie, under the influence of her gover 
ness, Miss Cecile Jacobeit, she became interested in the Episcopal 
Church. St. Stephens had been newly organized for those who pre­
ferred the low church services as opposed to the high church order 

at Grace Church. Marjory was confirmed in the church when she was 
sixteen. She was devoted to the Rector, my father, Philip Washburn. 

After his death in 1898, she became a great friend of my mother's.
We saw her not only at church but she dropped in for lunch or tea 
with us when she was' in town. Now and then she asked us for a de— 

lightful day at Glen Eyrie. Once she took me home with her for the 
night. This was delightful but a little terrifying for a twelve- 

year-old at the long dinner table with the butler officiating and 
everyone in beautiful evening clothes. After that night I rode with 

Marjory on the open mesa on one of their superlative horses, whose 
pace surpassed a gallop in pure unjolting speed — like flying!

Elsie,, eight years older than her sisters, ran the great house 
in truly English fashion. She helped with the beautiful flowers 
brought each day from their greenhouse.

The Christmas party given for the children of Colorado Springs, 
was for them the event of the year, eagerly anticipated.. The great
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tree, on which there was a small present for everyone, reached to 
the high ceiling* The midday feast, served at long tables, was of 
gourmet quality. Afterwards there were games under General Palmer's 
leadership*

Marjory was constantly thoughtful of others. Ohce during a 
high wind she called for Miriam, Eleanor and me at Miss Henry's little 
school to make sure that we reached home safely, two blocks north 
along the east side of -the college campus. She was so slender it \ 
was doubtful if she could have prevented it, if one of us blew away, 

but she was there! It was already dangerous to open the front door 
of the house, but she saw us in the back door, went on west in the 
teeth of tile wind to stay with the Solly's.

On the day of out mother's death, Friday, December 11, 1903, 

Marjory and Cecile Jacobeit took the three of us to Glen Eyrie for /
the long weekend, since eastern relatives were coming for the funeral 
so a long train trip was required. At Glen Eyrie we had a big room 
and bath on the third floor all together. The good companionship 
at Glen Eyrie made the long days much more bearable, good weather 
made use of the surrounding trails possible.

Marjory had some of her father's spirit in her will to do for. 
people. Once in a crowded trolley car, as Eleanor sat on her lap, 
she leaned over to say to me quietly, "Say that you know that you 
are my little family.” In the months ahead she did much to make us 
feel that we were not "three against the world."*



After we had moved.to Brooklyn, Sew York to live with an aunt 

she wrote one of us each.week and how We watched for the letters!

Tuberculosis must hay« overtaken Marjory in 1908. Wesaw her 

in bed in a hotel in NewcYork Wh^‘ ^e whOl« , family ^wnfe^n its way < 

toEngland. Mar jory* spurposa«.was to see the man bb ;whom she was 

engaged,~a Wellesleydescendant of the Duke of Wellington, to tell. 

him face toface that the engageraeht iSust be bfokeh.

General Palmer: died, in March 19 Marjory* s engagement to 

DoctOr Henry C. Watt Was dot announced until late summer 1909,rafter 

which they were almost immediately married* Glen Kyrie,' with, its 

early sunsets was indeed no place a for a tubercular patient,For - 

their first winter,' while the<beautifulhouse On Culebra Avenue was 

built*? they lived in a house on Beverly Place. Many beautiful things 

from Glen Kyrie furnishedtheGulebra Avenue house....

We were hot,in ColoradoSprings during tiie :fOiar %^ars timt I 

was at college,, but returned;.in,^September, •1913-r'-to out little house 

on Cache la Poudre Street.^ Marjory’s health was much, improved? The 

Culebra Avenue house was’" living up, to,expectations*

pr. Watt also had tuberculosis but less severely. Born'"'in Scot­

land, in January,' 1872, he was a practicing.physician« His partners '., 

were Dr. Bortree, br. McGruder and Dr.Looaia, By 1913," having been 

a bed patients Marjory Was often up and about,' driven about the town, ’ 

able to spend ten days orso in ' their little cottage atthe Douglas 

Ranch. Once I spent a day with her there when Dr. Watt bad to be iW



town,ahd;'did'notwanther tobealone* - We assembled our own ■ lUnch ‘̂^S 

bn a lively peioe^ul . day They didnot lead a social ^ìfe Un Cólo- c; 

rado Springs but loved tohave people come tothem,

. •>. Dr. Watt; had delightful Scotch humor.« Be loved tovork inthe'/- 

garden«.- MarjCby and I set ¿Oh^ a’'warm afternoon watching him build W® 

one of. the garden walls. ; Marjory so much raliedon hie goodcommon 

sense., * his. simplicity:f < his absorption ifr. life.

I1 . sometimes seemed as ’if Marjory considered wéaìth ;e stigma. ; 

Once she murmured, -*it isn't asifPapadid?,notLearnev6rythinghe ; 

had. " - He had created railroads at ¿the crucial tifflie.2;- Marjory ■ s 

Christmas and birthday presentS were usually things she had made her-'.', 

self. . There 'is/Bd doubt ; that her teste influenced - ours;-;?'/^^/^

flighted ih sDr.. Watt*s Scótch family. They were 

quality folk in a small Scotch town, Peebles. Here, two of his sis­

ters, Miss Jeannieland Miss Rebecca, ren a DameSchoolin theirhouse.

I spent a .J^sek With them in September,i 1919., <We had *high-T tèa*, with 

meny?bi ;tbei< \-ir lends « This Was YfQllCwed\.by anight at his brother, 

John’s, who wasa minister Un a : small church /in Edinburgh. His sister;! 

Margaret, was John’s excellent'housekeeper. -Another sister, Mrs.«- 

Fisher, andherhueiband and son/ lived nearby-in Colorado and were ;; 

often with Marjory after; Dr«-./Watt's death. 44argeréVMebVUlSo!fl<^(ed>';-?' 

to'be with hér in cóióratìo!,/,-,-;../. /■-

nr. Watt .died suddenly of a hemorrhage bn Òecember 7, Ìél7, r \ 

'when Marjcry^was eiohe.with him«.* She knew that by/’BcwierfStd'.jb^;-^
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•a similar experience, $he was unquestionably shattered by.his death. \ 

The. doctors questioned whether she would survive. Arthur Taft, Bee** 

tor at St. Stephens Church, was a great help to her at this time< 

Whenitbe caine apparent that .she would live, she ,said, "if X^mustlive 

I am going to do somethlng worthwhire." She went about 'iti:qui^tly?.

Her plan was to,, turn half of her house intone kind ofnutrition camp 

for undernourished children. These children came for thé day, had A \t ' 

their midday meal inthe beautifûl dining room, had the run of the 

place on good days, with Very adequate,attendants. About 192X,when ,.f 

Marjory was preparing-to live nearerthar Sisters in England, thé camp 

was taken over bÿ a group, at the Glöckner. Dr. Timmons had super*'t: 

vised while the campjwas at "180*1’ Culebra Avenue» Marjory; gave $10,000, 

her sister, Dorothy, .$15,000¿ toward the maintenance of the Nutrition 

Camp. Later, it was taken over by thé dhnior League of Colorado. 

Springs.Finally they equid no longer support itt, so it was given . 

tip in 1957,having had 40 years of usefulness.

Since the first World'War had made comings; and goings of Mar­

jory's sisters in^England impossible, in addition tô;the compelling 

interest of their own lives, planshad been underway;for Marjory 

to move to’'a sanitorium in England. My. last time ¿with her was in 

the summer of 1921^ when I spent- a night with her. What a journey. ' " 

for her to undertake, since she was already mu'Ch frailer! To me, 

and to eachofmysistars,?*8he gave a beautifulpiaceof furniture', 

life-long possessions for us as for the others td whom furniture was



i*;/?’- given. ~. Sv., ¿.s ;.vSSs,'?- '■ 'iS' Sg/S-l

~ Marjory’s estate was not nearly as large, as had been expected.

The Glen Syrie house had been greatly enlarged during General' p» im.r ’«
• lifetime and. the White House Ranchhad been taken over by the Mellen

family. : /’

Siunnyteat? had been< launchedbyMr. Asa ,'T» Jones and the Reverend

Arthur Taft» Marjory left $200,000 to Sunny rest in unrestricted funds.. 

£She had seen./too many bequests tied up and unmanageable. I think she *

* £ also left her house with itsremainihg contents. The remainder bf : 

. ’S-fher estate went to the members of nr» Watt’s family.'- . x

■ Mar jo’iqf made the hard trip'to England.in .1922 where she died 

- her apartment at Hove on^Deoember ^.24 1925. j<They. say that bn/the 4'

last day of her life sha openedher eyes, looking trans figuredvith 

happiness, said "Hariryi" and it was over.

*"We three* ■■■'■ *X *<• *\. ** i

Miriam Storrs'Washburn ~ Mrs.FredricA, Adams,.president of 4 
the Colonial Dames for some years.

.VRUth Wendell Washburn - Consultant, in Child Development. '

'f' 1 v. Eleanor Phillips Washburn -Mrs.CharlesF.Emery- mother
, ’ of five children. . ■
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