
Karval, Colorado 
February 15, 1972

Miss Laura Gilpin 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Dear Miss Gilpin:

The past pew weeks have deluged me with letters to answer, as a 
RESULT OF SOME ARTICLES ABOUT HISTORIC THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN 
PRINTED IN THE EASTERN COLORADO FLAINSMAN, NEWSPAPER OF HUGO. 
Since I am the person who did most of the research on Lincoln 
COUNTY, I AM THE ONE TO WHOM THE LETTERS ARE ADDRESSED» So I 
HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO GET TO YOUR LETTER OF JANUARY 25TH.

IN ADDITION WE HAVE RECENTLY ORGANIZED THE LINCOLN COUNTY 
Historical Society, and held our first annual meeting January 
50th, AND I WAS A PRIME FORCE IN THIS BECAUSE OF MY RESEARCH, 
SO I HAVE HAD THAT TO GET OFF THE GROUND. I" AdDCT1ON,I AM 
LEGISLATIVE CHARIMAN FOR
Cattlemen’s 
Legistat ors 
BEF OR EHAND,

Ass OCI AT I ON , 
at the State 
FOR THAT,

Colorado Cowbelles, Auxilliary of the 
AND YESTERDAY WE PUT ON A COFFEE FOR THE 
House, so ! had many arrangements to make

cv

Now, AFTER GETTING A SON MARRIED NEXT WEEK END, I AM GOING BACK TO 
MY FIRST LOVE, REASEARCH ON LINCOLN COONTY HISTORY.

FROM WHAT YOU WRITEABOUT YOUR FATHER AND THE RANCH IN LINCOLN 
COUNTY, I THINK I PROBABLY KNOW MORE ABOUT IT THAN YOU DO. I 
ENCLOSE ACOPY OF ONE OF MY FINDINGS ABOUT THE BERNARD GlLPIN RANOH 

northeast of Colorado Springs. You are right about the location 
OF THAT PLACE, IT IS DIRECTLY EAST OF THE NORTH ENTRANCE TO THE 
Air Force Academy, on Kettle Creek. The day we went to see it was 
STORMY, SO WE OIN’T GO IN TO THE HOUSE, BUT I AM SURE IT IS THE 
ORIGINAL HOUSE, ANO THE RANCH WHERE BERNARD GlLPIN, JR . USED THE 

BRAND LATER USED ON THE RANCH IN LINCOLN COUNTY.

The Maryland Cattle Company was composed of; Bernard Gilpin, Jr.^ 
President, Frank Gilpin, and Benjamin Franklin/ Newcomer, Pres, of 
Safe Deposit and Trust Company of Balt imor5,Maryland. He married 
Laura Gilpin, daughter of HENRfffB^ooKE Gilpin, oldest of the 

3 Bernard Gilpin, Sr. family. You will think I was snooping into the 
7 Gilpin family, but I was trying to establesh a connection with Wm. 
^Gilpin, first Governor of the Territory, and found mention of the 
•ABaltimore Gilpin family in a genealogical record book. I think the 

COMPANY WAS ESTABLISHED IN 188^ OR EARLIER, BUT THERE WAS A BLIZZARD 
J in December 1885 and January 1886 that practically ruined the cattle 

bussness. Thousands of head froze to death. I did not gome across 
ANY NUMBER WHICH THE MARYLAND COMPANY LOST, BUT I AM SURE IT DEALT 
THEM A BAD BLOW FINANCIALLY, AND THEY HAD TO REFINANCE. THE NEW 
COMPANY WAS SANBORN LIVESTOCK Co., BERNARD GILPIN,JR.,998 SHARES, 
Frank Gilpin, 1 share and Peter Tenis, 1 share. He was secretary 
GF THE COMPANY.

This financial trouble is probably why your father didn’t want to 
GO BACK TO THE RANCH, TO BE REMINDED OF THE BAD TIMES. THEY SOLD 
the Sanborn Cattle Co. to Samuel I. Altman in 1898 and his



grandson, Samuel Jones still operates it, although he doesn’t 
live there, but in Colorado Springs,

I WlLL HUNT UP THE 
THE house has foot

William H. J asks on 
thick walls, which

series. Mr. Homer Jones says
WERE FILLED WITH SAND, EITHER

as i nsulati on,or for protection from the Indians. They found the 
Post offioe boxes used when the Postoffice was established in 1878.

myself have not
LIVE ONLY ABOUT

BEEN OVER TO THE RANCH 
20 Ml LES TO THE EAST.

FOR MANY YEARS, ALTHOUGH

THE MAP SHOWING MARYLAND CATTLE COMPANY,
AT THE BOOKSTORE. I CAN GET ONE IN DENVER 
I THANK YOU FOR YOUR REPLY TO MY LETTER,
IN TOUCH WITH YOU. IF YOU EVER DO GET 
BE DELIGHTED TO TAKE YOU TO THE RANCH.

I TRIED TO BUY A OOPY OF 
BUT THEY WERE OUT OF IT

AND WILL SEND IT TO YOU. 
AND WILL BE GLAD TO KEEP 
back to Colorado, I would

Sincerely,

Mrs. Jack R. Owen
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