
Lincoln County Stockmen’s Ass’n
“For the Promotion and Protection of the Livestock Industry”

Lincoln County, Colorado 
August 1, 1966 
Karval, Colorado

Dear Miss Gilpin,

Since the first of the year I have been a member of the historical 
COMMITTEE OF THE LlNCODN COUNTY STOCKMAN’S ASSOCIATION WORKING ON THE 
HISTORYY OF THE GROUP IN CONNECTION WITH THE COLORADO CATTLEMEN’S 
Association Centennial year of 1967« The local assocation was organ?
I ZED IN 1898, BUT IN TELLING THE STORY OF THE CATTLE INDUSTRY IN LINCOLN 
IT SEEMED NECESSARY TO GO BACK TO THE EARLY RANCHES OF THE COUNTY, WHICH 
WERE OPERATING DURING THE OPEN RANGE AND PRE-HOMESTEAD DAYS.

My SOURCE FOR THE HISTORY OF THE LINCOLN COUNTY StOCKGROWER’S 
Association and the early ranches, has been the files of the ’’Range 
Ledger", established in 1891 and the official paper of the Stockmen 
AND WOOLGROWERS AS S OC I AT II O NS . In ONE GF THE PAPERS OF 1897 IfOUNH AN 
ITEM ABOUT BERNARD GlLPIN, JR . , FORMER OWHER OF THE ’’Jf” RANCH NEAR 

Sanborn in Lincoln County. Knowing that the ranch has been in the 
family of Samuel Altman since 1898 and the legal description of the 
PROPERTY, I FOUND IN THE COURT HOUSE RECORDS THAT BERNARD GlLPIN , JR .
AND BROTHER FRANK OF THE MARYLAND LAND AND CATTLE Co. HAD SOLD THE
PROPERTY TO BENJAMIN F. NEWCOMER OF BALTIMORE WHO IN TURN SOLD IT TO 
Mr. Altman. When I was in Colorado Springs last week I called Mr.
Homer Jones, Mr. Altman’s son-in- law and he told me that you were the
DAUGHTER OF FRANK GlLPIN. I REMEMBERED YOUR PHOTOGRAPHY FROM WHEN I
was at Colorado College in the ’JO’s and so got your address from the 
jacket of your latest book so I could write to you to ask if you can 
ADD ANY INFORMATION TO THIS HISTORICAL PROJECT.

I KNOW THAT THE RANCH. WAS ORIGINALLY OWNED BY DOCTOR SANBORN
FROM ABOUT I876, I THINKyAND BELIEVE IT WAS ACQUIRED BY THE MARYLAND 
COMPANY ABOUT 188j OR 8^. I HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO FIND OUT ANYTHING 

about Sanborn or where he came from, except there was Cameron Sanborn 
and Jeremiah Sanborn who had homestead patents on some of the water 
sections, ano I don't know which one of them was’DootorI. Anything that 
YOU MAY HAVE HEARD ABOUT THIS FROM YOUR FATHER OR UNCLE I WOULD LIKE 
TO KNOW, OR IF YOU COULD REFER ME TO ANYONE ELSE WHO MIGHT KNOW MORE 
DETAILS IT WOULD HEDP ME.

I HAD ALSO BEEN WORKING ON THE GlLPIN NAME TRYING TO CONNECT IT 
IN SOME WAY WITH WlLLIAM GlLPIN, THE FIRST TERRITORIAL GOVERNOR OF' 
Colorado in I86l. His biography had very sketchy geneological references 
ABOUT ANYONE ELSE BUT HIM, BUT' I FINALLY FOUND THE BERNARD GlLPIN FAMILY 
of Baltimore, Maryland and they were indeed descended from the same 
English ancestors. All very illustrious.

I AM ENCLOSING MATERIAL EXPLAINING THE COLORADO CATTLEMEN'S 
Centennial plans and the brand book to be published for the year s;o that 

IF YOU WISH TO CONSIDER A MEMORIAL TO YOU FATHER OR UNCLE YOU WILL KNOW 
OF THIS OPPORTUNITY. THEY CERTAINLY WERE OUTSTANDING PIONEERS IN THE 
CATTLE INDUSTRY IN COLORADO. I AM ALSO ENCLOSING A SELF ADDRESSED 
ENVELOP FOR YOUR BSE IN SENDING ME ANY HELPFUL INFORMATION ABOUT THE 
RANCH DURING THE PERIOD THEY HAO I '

Very truly yours,


