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Dr. Alex D. Krieger 
Depart«« t of Anthropology 
University of Washington 
Seattle, Washington 98105

Dear Dr. Kriegert

We received your telegran of February 2, and yesterday, peer letter 
of the sane date. It is of oouree a dieeppeintaent not to have yen as 
a candidate for the position of Director of the School of Aeevioan 
Wa have been honored that you bad been willing to oensider it, bet under­
stand fully your reasons for withdrawing your nene. Wa congratulate you 
on the well deserved honors you are receiving at the university of Washington, 
although, frankly, I think they are the luoky ones.

With regard to the Lithic Project, I find your ideas STtrenely 
interesting and want to thank you for your nost generous offers of 
oooperation. I ns sending a copy of your letter, together with a copy of 
this one, to the Bombers of our Imoutive Ccmd.ttee, who are nesting 
on the 10th of February for prollninery stwfer ae to the fhture of our 
Lithic Typology Frojeot. I agree with you it ie eo inportant that lt'nust 
not ho allowed to lapse. Tour rmaeniodatleuo eertainly show a possible 
solution. We will keep you advised ae to developments. |

Again nay I say that I an personally disappointed you and Mrs.
Krieger cannot beocsw nenbure of our ooemnity.

With all bast wishes to both of you, Z on

M Merely,

JWh

ee Hr. Henry B. Hoyt 
Judge Oliver Seth 
Mr. Marshall McCune 
General Charles B. Corlett 
Mr. Parker WULoon 
Mr. J. Oarrington Wbollsy 
Miss Lsurs (Mlpin /
Mrs. Thanao JL Curtin 
Mr. Daniel I. Kelly 
Mr. Millian V, Hunker 
Mias A. B. White



UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98105

Department of Anthropology February 2, 1965

John Saw Meem, Chairman
Boano of Kahabers
The School of American Research
80* 1554

Santa Fe, New Mexico

Oear Mr; Meem:

On mt return vesteroay trom a tijif to the Mohave Desert to 
INSPECT A Dio SPONSORED BY THE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY, | 
rOHNO TOUR VERT KINO LETTER OF JANUARY 29TH. I ALSO POUND A LETTER 
PROM THE ADMINISTRATION OF THIS UNIVERSITY STAYIMS' TVSOT. MAD SEEN 
ApPNiNTEO FULL PrOPEOSOR OP AnTHROPOLSSY WITH itafeStATt IitNURE ANO 

A NUMSEN OP OTHER OENEROUS PRIVILESES THAT ARE HARO TO RESIST.
The machinery for this appointment had seen put in motion only a 
MONTH ADO WHEN NY COLLEASUES LEARNED THAT I HIOMT OS ELSEWHERE*

Mrs. Kriescr, who is a professional psyonolooist ano in her 
FIRST YEAR HERE AS A FULL-TIME TEACHER, HAS WANTED FOR A LONS ^IME 
TO REMAIN ON A UNIVERSITY FACULTY. AFTER MUCH SOUL-SEARCHINS I 
OECIOCO TO ACCEPT THE PROFE8S0RSHIP HERE, AS I MENTIONED IN THE 
TELECRAM THIS AFTERNOON. I 00 HOPE I HAVE NOT INCONVENIENOEO YOU 
ANO THE OTHER MEMBERS OF YOUR 80AR0 OF MANAaERS WITH THIS DECISION. 
It was a very hard one to make, for there is no plAce in the world 
THAT EITHER OF US WOULD RATHER LIVE THAN IN SANTA FE{ ANO AO I HAVE 

ALREAOY TOLD YOU MORE THAN ONCE, I PERSONALLY AM SREATLV INTERESTED 
IN THE AIMS ANO ACTIVITIES of The School OF AMERICAN Research. On 
The other NANO, I OOn’T OOUOT THAT YOU WILL OE ABLE- TO 'FIND a very 
CAPABLE PERSON AS YOUR NEW 01 RECTOR——ANO ONE WHO WILL ALSO DC FULLY 
INTERESTED IN PUSHINC THE LlTHIC TypoLOCT PROJECT.

SHOUL 
IT el 
ITS ”
USUAL 
THE q 
YOU A 
MONTH 
ORO AN
CORRESPONDENCE.

NINE MONTHS tACH Yf|R ANO I 
THEN THREE MONTHS IN ANY WAY 
no the Board would feel if I

AS TO THE FUTURE OF THIS PROJECT, I STILL FEEL THAT THE SCHOOL 

O KEEP IT THERE UNLESS THERE IS SOME UROENT REASON FOR MOV INC 
SEWMERE. IT HAS OCCURRED TO ME THAT I CAN- CONTINUE TO ACT AS 
SCIENTIFIC CHAIRMAN” SCOAUSC MT APPOINTMENT NENE IS PON THE

WILL* HAVE' COMPLETE FREE00R MS’ SPEND 
I wish. Therefore, I wonder how 
PROPOSEO SPEMOINO THE THREE SUMMER

s ih Santa Fe for some tears to come, workirc there on the 
ization of the Project as well as.coins the major research ano
_ _______ I SAT mHAJSR” SECAUSE I COULD HANDLE MINOR MATTERS
HERE ANOj^ ARRANCE, IP NEEO OE, FOR MEETINOS OF OUR STtCOINS 

TTCE OURIHO THE SPRINS OR FALL AO WE HAVE DEEN COINS« THE 
RS COULO ALSO SC USEO FOR TNAIMINS SEVERAL TEAMS TO TRAVEL 

FOR THE RECOROINO OF DATA ON MAJOR COLLECTIONS ANO OO TH< CARO- 
UNIFORM manner. Naturally, if this can se worxeo out,

ABOUT
PUNCH INS IN
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W< WOULD WANT TO OCT SOME OF OUR MOOT INTERE8TC0 ANO CAPABLE // V/
COMMITTEE MEMBERS (LIKE BILL HaaO, SCOTTY MACNC I OH, .TtliP >Hl<MAM ****
OTHERS) TO SPEND TIME IN SANTA Ft IN THE SUMMERS TOO ALTHSUSH NOT /

NECEOOARILT TNE WHOLE SUMMER EACH TEAR. That IS SOMETHING THAT 
OAR 0« WORMED OUT OT ALL OF US, I AM OURS.

I mentioned asove the traihins of dome ”teams" to se sent to 
THOSE PLAOES (ano THERE WILL SE MART OF THEM) WHERE THE LAROEST 
ANO MOST IMPORTANT COLLECTIONS ARE «EFT, TO 00 THE RECOROINO OF 
ATTRISUTES ANO CARO-FUNCNIMS IN A UNIFORM MANNER. THIO IS BECAUSE, 
as I saio in Santa Fe in October, I am now convinced that we can

,**T LEAVE THESE CHORES IN THE MANOO OF A SERIES OF REOIONAL ASBNTS,
FOR THEY VARY TOO MUCH IN THEIR INTERFRCTATI ON OF WHAT SHOULO OS 
REOOROES FOR INOIVIOUAL SPECIMENS NO MATTER NOW CAREFULLY SEVERAL

•’» O ARE OESCRISEO IN OUR INSTRUCTION SHEETS. . In
•THfcR WOROS, IF WE LEAVE THESE MATTERS TO SOME SCORES OF PERSONS TO 

00 THEHSELVE8 IN VARIOUS PARTS OF THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, ANO 

TNE Latin American countries, there will se too much variation (ano 
UN61RTA(NT ICs) IN THE RESULTS FOR US TO ATTAIN SCIENTIFIC ANO MATH- 

ematioal valioitt. We woulo se wasting our TIME ANO MONEY if we 
WERE NOT SURE THAT THE RESULTS COMING IN WERE STRICTLY COMPARABLE.
Besides, as I also mentioned in Santa Fe in October, some of the 
BEST ARCHEOLOGISTS IN EACH REGION ANO COUNTRY WOULO TEND TO PUT OFF 
THE RECOROINS OF ATTRIBUTES ANO CARO-PUNCHI NO BECAUSE ALL THE BEST 
PEOPLE ARE OVERWORKED ANO CAN’T FINO THE TIME EVEN IF THEY WANT TO.

NO MATTER HOW WE 00 ABOUT THIS, IT WILL SE NECESSARY TO OBTAIN

* •»**•* «RANT (say, A FIVE-YEAR GRANT) TO GET STANTEO ANO SHOW SOME 
CONCRETE RESULTS; ANO AFTER THAT WE WILL NEEO RENEWAL« EVERY FIVE 

tears SR SO. The training of four or five ’•teams” of two or three 
PERSONS WOULO SB ENTIRELY JUSTIFIES IN ANY APPLICATION FOR A «RANT.

In FACT, I WOULO anticipate that a foundation woulo se more impressed 
ST THIS ASPECT OF THE PROJECT THAN IF WE JUST SAIO WE WOULO SEEK THE

* LONS STRING OF REGIONAL EXPERTS. The FOUNDATIONS THAT COME
TO MINO WOULD SE THE FORD FOUNOATION, CARNEGIE CORPORATION, NATIONAL 

Science Foundation, etc. The NSF is now set up to make three—year 
ANO FOUR-YEAR GRANTS WHEREAS IT USCO TO BE LIMITEO TO TWO YEARS AT 
The most. We can see about that. First I woulo like to hear from 
TOU As TO WHCTNSR OR NOT THESE SUGGESTIONS SEEM PRACTICAL TO YOU ANO 
the Board, ano to your new oirector as soon as you have chosen one.

In any grant application for this Project, I will se perfectly
UIL;LING TO ACT AS ”CHIEF INVESTIGATOR” (THE TERM USUALLT USEO) WHILE 

The School would be the "sponsoring institution.” You may have other 
IOEAS, SOT WHATEVER YOU SUGGEST, REMEMBER THAT MY MAIN OBJECT IS TO 

kffp this thing going in ant practical manner, for it is the most 
IMPORTANT PROJECT EVEN UNDERTAKEN IN OUR PROFESSION!

OsE 0TMER REASON FOR MT OECIOfNG TO TAKE THE PROFESSORSHIP HERE
IS THAT I ABSOLUTELY MUST COMPLETE THE TEXT BOOKS THAT I HAVE BEEN
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•LAVINO OVER FOR THE LAST FIVE TEARS» A MOVE TO SANTA Ft A* TOUR 
FULL-TIME DIRECTOR, AND THE TAKING UP OF ADM INI StRAT I VC DUTIES,
WOULO MAKE IT VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO GET THESE BOOKS OONC FOR 
ANOTHER TWO OR THREE OR FOUR TEARS——A THOUGHT WHICH I CAN HARDLY 
•car to think about, as I'm sure you will understand» The position 
HERE WILL INVOLVE OHLY THE TEACHING OF NOT MORE THAN TWO COURSE*
EACH TERM, WITH THE REST OF MY TIME FREE FOR RESEARCH AND WBITINS.
IT IS really quite a remarkable setup, for very few UNIVERSITIES IN 
THE COUNTRY WOULO ALLOW ME SUCH LIBERTY ANO AT THE SAME TIME PAT ME 
A MAXIMUM SALARY. OF COURSE, I OID NOT JUST WALK INTO IT: IT TOOK 

SOME TEARS TO REACH THE POINT WHERE ANY UNIVERSITY WOULD CONSIOCR 
MY KNOWLEOSE OF MARY SUBJECTS TO SC WORTH SUCH AN UNUSUAL POSITION.

AT ANV0ATE, I'm *U»t you REALIZE THAT MV HEART IGjSSTOH »HE 
REALISATION OF OUR LlTNIC PROJECT IN THE MOST PRACTICAL MANNER I CAN 

TNINK OF. If YOU ASHES WITH THE ABOVE SUGGESTIONS I WOULO SREATLV 
APPRECIATE YOUR OPINION. |F YOU HAVE OTHER BUSSECTIONS (EVEN TO 

LEAVING ME OUT OF IT ANO PROCCCOINO IN SOME MANNER THAT SEEMS MORE 
PRACTICAL TO YOU) I HOPE YOU WILL SAY SO IN TOTAL FRANKNESS. WHATEVER 

YOU ANO THE BOARD SUSOEST ANO DECIDE, REMEMBER THAT I WILL SITE EVERT 
AID THAT I POSSIBLY CAN.

Mrs. Krieger says to thank you for your kino regaroo; ano she 
SCN08 THE SAME TO YOU. WE BOTH REMEMBER ALL YOUR KINDNESSES WITH . 
GREAT FONDNESS AND WILL HOPE TO SEC YOU AGAIN BEFORE LONG.

Very sincerely yours

Alex 0. Krieger
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