
October IO 
1963.

Kr. Billy Norton, 
Pinedale,
New Mexico.

Dear Kr. Nortonî-

You will pro ba ly not remember me, 
though I recall watching you make a sand painting on 
several occasions. For many years, I have been making 
photographs of The Dineh, all over the reservation and 
have been working toward the completion of a pictorial 
book tobbe called THB ENDURING NAVAHO.

I am commencing the book with a condensed version 
of the Creation Story. I have illustrated with photo­
graphs from the air of the Pour Sacred Mountains. This 
will be followed by a series of portraits, many scenes 
of life ofi the reservation, some made a good many years 
ago, some up to date. The book will end with a few 
ceremonial things af I have of a Yeiblchai, a "real* 
sand painting In a medicine hogan, at night plctue of 
the Yeiblchai.

The part at the beginning of the book, the' story 
of the Creation will occupy some several pages without 
illustration. In a book that is alons all pictures, 
this is bothering me. I have been thinking aoout what 
else I could do to illustrate this. I had decided to 
use a sand painting. Two weeks ago, I was In Gallup 
where I had a long visit with my friend Herbert Blatchford 
He suggested using a whole painting, and then four parts 
of it. Later he suggested ” Why not get Billy Norton 
to make you a sand painting?” This ofcourse would 
be greatly superior to any copy, even on a skin.

The story I am using is the one with the raft.
Should you be In Gallup perhaps you could, talk to Herbert 
about this. He can tell you what the book Is like.

I am hopin to come over again in a matter of three 
or four weeks time. Could you let me know If you would 
be willing to co-operate with me on this, and what you



A

you vouiA charge® I would want to do it In a horan
‘J’ ovorhe£‘'1 Ueht. I would want to get ?our 

sections and one photograph of the whole. I would 
want it as authentic as possible.
Non ?aVeh0 People who kn°w of my work on this, are
Ned Hathali, Sammy Day, Maurice McCabi, Sam Akeahi whomand «hSa™ ‘"“J th’1* Xnni.toSiJ "

i5 A Naswood who is now working at the
Banch Kitchen in Gallup looked at the book in detail 
v«C,n I»*av °Ier tM0 weeks a6O. And, of course, I have 

O,'wilirvoStthinketM WaS ln Albu<*uerque at the University
decide1about it? * ?iS 0Ter.an? let me know what you 7
aeciue aoout It? I am enclosing a sel-r addressed 
enveiope for your convenience, and I hope very much 
that we may work to-geth^r on this. 7

Very sincerely yours,
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