
Sunday,May 13 
1951

Mr. Charles Karlee*
146 East 56th St.,
He« York, 22 
Hew York.

Dear “*r. Kerlee:«»

This has been a heartbreaking effort*
As I either wrote or told you over the phone, we have 
been experiencing the worst drought in the hirtory of 
Sew -exico, and that is saying a lot. Last '».'ednesdsy 
as I v, s returning from another expedition, I was so 
near the Ghost Ranch that I ran in to see the possible 
set up for your picture. It was so ideai in every 
respect that it seemed a certainty. ir. Sari Vance, 
who operates the ’’luce ” ranch of he anch was very 
interested and offered any co-operation in the ¿ay of 
cowboys and horses. As these were the genuine article 
and not just native boys picked up near the other 
location it seemed a perfect set up. The ranch is 
60 miles up the Chama river from here In wonderful 
ver.ullIS n cliffs. ( Where they found the baby dina 
sours t.o years ago). It took Thursday to get the 
car lined up and notify the ranch to have horses and 
riders ready. The location was such to require an 
afternoon l’ght to meet your specifications. I got up 
there at one and the car was to arrive at 5.30. Shortly 
before the car arrived it began to cloud over and we 
worked and waited all afternoon only able to get an 
occasional shot wi h a moments sunlight. But the sky 
behind the cliffs anything but a normal Hew Mexico 
sky which £ r usually beyond compare* So we arranged 
to do it over yeste day. I got up early as before and 
after I had processed and proofed was not satisfied with 
the road. Mr Vance even gob out the road scraper and 
we a de a road at just the right angle in aslightly 
different place .here my camera angle was better, or rathe.’ 
hlght was better. As I left S-nta Pe It looked like a 
perfect afternoon* Ten minutes after I got there and 
with no possible way of notif$4ig the Plymouth dealer, 
a real clust storm came up followed by a comp etely overcast 
sky. I tried three s ots and gave up as I' was useless 
for what you want. To-day again is overcast all day, 
and I i .agin© that something is brewing to break the 
drought.
Both Mr. Vance and the car salesman volunteered to try 
again to-morrow if the weather permits.
I know you are or must be getting very anxious


