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July 12,1050

Dear Ziro. VanPeltî-

Por nero than a week I have boon 
trying to get everything would up and ondi day holds 
none than can bo dono* I also hopedyou night bo up 
as I want to tai’: to you about the White pictures.

feu will recall that at tho tino that X rande the little 
quick snap shots, that I said that they were only a 
try out and that if no proceeded with a serious article 
1 would do then with the large camera which is a nec­
essity for this type of work* '.»bile I was ill 1 said 
that I would print up thoso assail ones, which I hove 
done, but I si so dissatisfied with then that I cannot 
sond then out as reproantiive of ny work* Also I do 
not think tliat the either tho tiass of year or tho tine 
of day was right to do justice to hiss white’s placo*

There are several questions I cto want to ask* Do you 
have any definito placing of this article? And if so 
with what nagasino? I know the standards denandod by 
tho prosent day editors and I do not want to submit 
nay thing particularly of such a place as hiss ..‘hito’s 
unless it is properly done. It cannot bo done in m 
hour’s tine, and would take several days of nnmfnl 
stuc^- and planning fbr proper lighting and composition.

X an well aware of my own delay on this but 1 was 
pretty well knocked out for nearly a month. I an 
duo, long past due out on tho reservation, and an 
hoping to get off for a week’s trip in a few days 
and tnen for a longer trip later, in between I can 
work on tills job if it is sufficiently well lined up# 
«»ith tuo present international picture, which changes 
natters decidedly, and the always present possibility 
that materials will be rationed again, I mast be cor— 
tain of my ground*

If you are in Santa Po again soon, please càll sa up»
— nope to get off on tills first trip by nest Monday for 
certain, possibly before*

I hope you are having a' successful timo in Albuquerque,

Very truly yours.



In any community, the interesting places are those whloh 
express the "genius loci’* in a particular Individual fashion» 
In Santa Fe, New Mexico, suoh a place is the home of Miss 

*• ’•Whtta-
It was planned for her toy a painter, william«Henderson, 

/fe-
who with hi® wife, Alice Corbin, lived hero for many years.
It has "grown out of the ground" Juat a® truly as tho pueblos 
of the Indians and the ©ne-storled adobo houses In which most 
Santa Feans dwell* Those say be built in the primitive pueblo 
manner, or with the later "territorial" development where a 
wide coping of three or four courses of brick, laid in one of 
several Ingenious patterns, protects the earth walls from erod 
lng and adds decorative finish. Indeed the adobe houses are 
so much the rule that the occasional conventional sloping* 
roofed brick or wooden house, reminiscent of middle west or 
New ?9igl&n$, seems Incongruous.

Miss White has followed the true tradition of hot ooun- 
trles where water is scarce. On all her acres there is not a 
foot of conventional lawn, but there are many smoothly swept 
or raked areas of packed earth or gravel. There is some pave­
ment of native flagstone, and occasional combinations of these 
mat rials.
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The slop©« are taken care of by a series of retaining 
walla of varying heights built of native stone. Tho clean 
strong linos give forrr and unity to the garden, and tho strong 
shadows they oreate give the necessary contrast with tho 
stretches of plain light surface. Also furnishing this con­
trast are the deep smbreeuroa of windows and doors* and the 
pattern wade by the vigas (beasts) extending beyong the bouse 
walls.

The plantings which complete the picture are mostly of 
native materials* or those which have so adapted themselves 
to southwest conditions that they are accepted as natives*
The pinon pine (P. oembroldes edulis) and the Rooky Fountain 
juniper (j. eoopulorum) show what natives* transplanted as 
12-lnch high Infants* will do under cultivation In 20 years. 
These two varieties* along with another juniper (J. monos pence), 
furnish cover for many square miles of surrounding country.

The yucca (Y. glauea) and the cactus make
bold patterns against the hand-moulded plaster surfaces. Blue 
spruces are used in the comers of the enclosed garden* and 
are vary wisely used only there. Although natives, they have 
such a connotation of formality that they often seem quite out 
of place. The billows of tho native ohamisa (Chrysothsmnus 
latlsquameus) with their enchanting silvery foliage soften the 
picture.

The introduced trees, turned native by their willingness 
to endure little water, are the Black locust, Tamarisk and



Tree of Heaven (Ail&nthus)* Thera is a long aIlea of the 
tamarisk whioh in late Hay ia very beautiful with the feathery 
pink bloom«

The native Ponderosa pine appears occasionally in the 
garden« and the Cottonwood« always welcomed in the southwest 
for its great spreading campy of leaves which offer dense and 
welooco shade.

Chapel-like in outward appearance, the lofty living-room 
gives beautiful background to many treasures»
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