
July 6,ISSO

Mr« John Morris 
LDAISS HOMS JOURNAL 
R♦a» 0 « Bldg# 
Rockofolor Center 
ÍÍGv; York City, . . . 

Dear Mr« Morris•—

In the spring I had a visit fren David 
Sobornan, and in the course of our photographic conven- 
cation he suggested that when I had any patorial ready 
to send it to you« Since then, of-courno, I have soon 
your excellent article«

I an sending you herewith a story which I hopo will 
have none interest for you« It is the history and 
tho very human fooling that una throughout this annual 
event that has boon of particular interest to no« As 
I an not a catholic» I have had Father Chavos chock 
script so that it is proporly phrased from that point 
of viow«

It has taken no several roars to win tho cooperation to 
make this soquenco» Those people are very camera 
shy« I finally prevailed upon Father Chaves to do one 
special picture In ny book Rio Grande, RIvor of Destiny« 
{Duell,Sloan & Pearce) and this year through his help 
I havo boe able to do that I send you hero« The event 
is Just ovor for this year and a nook gone In processing 
tho color films and making the prints» But as this is 
not nodossarily spot news« I rust that this Is quid: 
enough»

I shall bo very 
and hopo that I

gald to havo your opinion on this sorlos, 
nay find a narkot for It»

Cordially



THE CONQUISTADORA PROCESSIONS 
SAIL A PE. NE.. MEXICO

In Santa Fe, New Mexico, ther is an annual ©vent in 
veneration of thè Virgin Mary, which has special historic 
and human appeal* This Is a procession In honor of 
LA CONQUISTADORA, OUR LADY OF THE CONQUEST-a small 
statue of the Vrlgin, brought to Santa Fe in 1625 by 
Fray Alonso dq Benavides. With hundreds of Spanish- 
Amoricans walking in procession, LA CONQUISTADORA is 
reverently carried through the streets of the old 
?aP££a£ city to the Rosario Chapel built in her honor

m , 22G lhQ statue remains from the second Sunday 
afÍ2r/rlnitíí through the week as a Novena of Masses 
said daily. The following Sunday a similar proces<'Ion~M 
accompanies LA.CONQUISTADORA back to her pomenant shrine in the north chapel of the Cathedral of sXntFSncls,
SeSuÍí?¥?D ^ ìh° 0LDEST GHRISTIAN CEREMONY IN

ha^ S°enGiven for three hundred and
tlu3 dovotl°n of the people to their 

historic statue increases with each passing decade*

firX^Sfrl!^8^ ^°UnS ZTleSí* a d3'roct doooondant of the 
Sito Mf ?9W M^ico -n 1598, has entered the
„ °£ New Mexico. Fray Angelico Chavez is a priest,
a poet, an artist, and an historian. Through his interest^aScSdioS/^^8 buriGd ln thTar^iveì S 

vo been brought forth and studied.
of LA oSwísi&Síu. Z f0Una th° faOtUal hi3torr

*4^2? the foundinG of Santa Fe, (1610) the 
£P£'jt»2a^“ba“ °£ the ancient province of New Spain, Fray 
Bonavidos came to take his place in the establishment of 

Journey fSStag
, F hb thl£, little known out-post, Benavides built a chanel 

^here he enthroned this statue of the Virgin MaSy. Anonr 
tho°ld PaP°ro Father Chavez has found the receipt for the 
tXS ^\t0 ^viaos/und also a 11™ Si

2f.£ho costumes she wore. A confraternity was formed 
abound the statue and over since those very early tinea 
£^2® b2Gn a Wordomo in charge, the people taking 
2ud~£ec? and Porsonal intorest In the figure* In 16PO
drivritheOsIn^a^i'2ade thelr historic united effort to 
£llin£ thoir land. They attacked Santa Fe,
éscaníd oilmans. A small group
escaped, fleeing south to the present city of Juarez Mexico taking LA CONQUISTADORA with them, over the long XfficSt * 
s£eL±^ed ^l0Ttrlp* In a chaPGl ln the smll tom S 
rSa JuarQZ* L£ CONQUISTADORA was enshrined,

S?£Gd £Or by hor confraternity. Thirteen years later 
of ?ntn pd° Va^sas gathered his forces fdr the re-conques‘ 
ovp^Ía LA CONQUISTADORA traveled by ox car
over the anciont Camino Real. On the journey Cenerai de Vargas made a vow that if the re conque st SX sScíessSl, 
at tgs tSf^K1^0 PaÍd t0 CONQUISTADORA. It was 
yearly homage would be



-2*-

at this tin© that the nan© was changed from OUR LADY OP 
THE ROSARY, to LA GONQUISTADORA, OUR LADY OF THE CONQUEST. 
There are a few gaps in the history of tho statue. But 
Father Chavez has found the long list of people who served 
as mayordomos since 1664. The building of the special 
chapel at tho sit© of tho De Vargas encampment did not ac­
complished, however, until 1806. Since then the yearly 
procession has carried the statue to the Rosario Chapel, 
whereas previously, it occured in the town.

So, while the Pilgrim Fathers wo e struggling to adapt 
and establish themselvos in Hhw England, in far away'
Santa Fe, this Catholic ceremony was an annual event.
The feeling of tradition and emotion that is so reverently 
expressed in honor of LA CONQUXTADORAJ is unique in the 
United States.
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