
Hay 2S, 1950

Dear John:~
Ifc was a dlaappointnent not to hear from 

you again on your ®ay b e(i through this way» There 
are still a nuhber of things to go over in the articlo 
that 1 wanted to discuss with you» I do not like to 
make too quick Judgements and I need to lot things 
soak in a-hllo to digest thorn thoroughly» I ’oroto 
to hr». Ortega that there were still several errors 
in the biographical material which I thought he and 
I could correct.but he prefers to have lae do it 

‘through you» This has given no still more time to 
go over &he article» 'When you were .here and we were 
doing so’ such talking and you were wanting to get off 
on your trip, I let several this s'pass ableh I think 
we should discuss» As I see the spring issue of • 
the Quarterly is out, I tske it that there will be 
time to get this iff to you for your correction and 
yon can nail it in direct» Sy, only worry is catching 
you, so I shall send this to Taos to be forwarded»

First, lot no say again, that do appreciate all your 
effort and allthat you sum up in my behalf* And as 
longa we hve gone into all tills as far as "'e have wo 
might Just as well get it all right, for there are 
sone biographical errors still, so here goes with a 
page by page correction list.»

Pago 1» last par» .hen .e corrected the dates we
file'll to see a discrepancy. 8 At the age of 13
1903-»«-«-». L.G. had to spend thirteen tfo-sri-oo San 
Francisco Fair 1916»

n»b, This fair,was ny first real compact Tilth painting 
and sculpture». The latter influenced me greatly»

Page 3. (I let this one pass, but I think to should 
hour 'fist it») Hy father sSld his ranch following the 
cattle slump of 1893(1 think this date correct) and 
turned to mining in Cripple Greek, Vie livod in Colo* 
Springs, There was no returning to the ranch» ( We did 
return to the cattle business in 1911 near Delta Colorado- 
for a perlodof five years, but this need not be mentioned.)

Did I give-you the idea ‘hat ; rebelled against school?
1 donfc remember it» I loved it, Sone of my marks wore 
poor but not alii { please dent make me out too dunbl)



1 tías very bad in latín, but I got 90 in the Bryn Kawr 
entrance exam* in mathonatics» I loved physical geography, 
and for many years was very absorbed in ansie* Also I 
was strong in atholotics»

You see, 1 did not know you wore Going to go into 11 
tills biography so far or 1 could have given you more 
that day in Taos» Guess I was Just reticent about it* 
than 2 wont to HY. to the C.'I.TS* School, I was living 
with five girls, two of whoa wore musicians» Ono a 
sculptor of note and over since ono of my very best 
friends, 'ro da utnaa»- I practised photography on 
her work, and in so*rerpects was getting away from 
soft focus right then and there. ;y association with 
her developed my sense of fora to a great degree» it 
was all these associations in :«¥♦ at that tine and. 
ny music hungry soul that kept a© from even thinking f 
about social reforms» I remember well, -*r» Whits showing 
us the wonderful work of Hines ( The nano I was trying to 
rononbor lien you were here) done at 3111s Island. Also 
I was too shy and'freightenod of people to have done such 
work at that time« If you wish to dam the Shite school 
so hard, that is yours to decido. I weald not have missed 
my work' under both Clarence Shite himself nor a course 
in design under Has no or for anything» In ny opinion 
design still Is and over will bo the basis of all pictures 
In the documentary field of photography, those who have 
this sense the strongest are the best»

Pago 5.

The date and tines are wrong In the beglning of ny 
Southwest work« This began in 1925« The work later used • 
in the PUEBLOS dates from tills period* Hence these 
pictures which are soft focus. he Indians that you 
object to in the ruins at Boss Verde, were so used to 
suggest life as it might boon. There was no attempt
at portraying Indians as they were In this series»
By 1930 or even before I had completely gotten away from 
soft focus, was using a Protar lens stopped down*

Par. 2» page 5. 20 years after her studies in «Y. is wrong 
This ivas sovon years, as I worked at CIST sell» for two 
years.

Pago 0«
Tar. o. As my project was to do the book on the ruins of 
Chichón Itsa which has been cleared of jungle how could 
I have done it billed in the jungle? I was able to suggest 
that It had been in a few pictures by the uso of trees»



Hot? we coma tho RIO G’WIISS. Ton aro naturally judging 
It frori your ox&x point of viov, sociology* That la qu-to 
0»' • TUT this was novor intended for a sociological boox« 
The Preface statos it io tho portrait of tho river and 
the land through which it flows with but a glirapso of 
tho lifo alone« It would toko a throo volume book to 
do both. I niniuisod nan in tho picture becauoohls 30 
loum alone tho river is infinitos-inal itvfeno LiW. 0. 
niV3I. ■ how a question, why did you skip Vow Voxico 
and tho nlA«strood section completely without nontlon*
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all aong -a7» Also-this book does not oven nako 
tho slightest attempt any contemporary social _.rofe- 
lem, as it Is intended to bo tho physical aspects of tho 
river and its historic background* The social aspects 
as I soo it, would bo another book ontiroly, and oven 
more than one book* I go into all this in detail for
1 wonder if I i do myself clear to you on what was tho 
intention both of myself and ay publisher in doing just 
what I did* Ploaso dont think 1 am minding your criticism 
"or 1 do not. I have Imoun full noil it would cone from 
many sources« end it has* Sow day I nliall put all tho co 
crit i ci sms to-gothor and find out what if suns up to I ..
It v;ill bo intoro-ting, fa* each critic sees oh3# -
own lino and -tkogs pi to justifiably sails int o that.
All tho so holp no to sharpen my own judgements and so
2 am grateful*

I hope you had a good trip oar t : rd that you wlllonjoy 
Neva Scotia and your job there. 1 shri 1 be greatly 
interested to see what you do*

X enclose the carbon copy of the article which you loft 
riith me so that you can make what changes you wish and 
send it back to hr* Ortega* I an mfciftifcghin that I an 
doing this*

Again ny ayprociation for your summing ufJ of L.G.’ I 
hope she proves worth itf. by bert to Mary and yourself

Most sInceroly
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