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POLLO?; 2HS RIO C-RAÜDS

Tho project of making a pictorial book of tho 

Rio Grande, tho land through which it flows, and tho 

pooplo who live within Its volleys, was a chalí; nging 

and formidable undertaking» ‘Tho final work consists 
of approximately threo Imndroú pagos of photographs

?h accompanying tost illustrating thio rivor of 
varied and colorful intoroct* The book has taken 
nor than two pears to comploto, and oven in momonts 

of frustration over seemingly jjsnorrnountablo dif­
ficulties» it tes always boon an inspiring endeavor» 
Perhaps the greatest difficulty has been to docid© 

whet subject mafctor to omit» so much is there of 
beauty md into'- .-at ctiong the oi toon hundred ill© 

course of the Rio Grande» .«hilo essential; y docu­

mentary in substance, it has boon my intent to make 
each picture more than a document- to mates the on- 
tiro serios rovoal-to the boot of ny ability- the 
forms of .mountains, tho contours of dosort, the flow 

of tho river, and the historic background Ith tho 
contemporary activities of the peoples who live .' long
tho river’s path» . The text, though comparatively 

V**4>
chert, contains tho caacntial history of the land 
and Informativo matorila about tho rivor, tho country 
and the pooplo« Indian~Spanish—Angle and ’lexicon«

This work nao commenced lato in July of 1045 just



before the close of* the war* Daring the first year
the difficulty to ob ain materials, both film end
paper, and the ovor present problem of an old car and

worn tiros, vzoro often discouraging obstacles* Then

anno a severe drought and the river shrank to lose
than half its normal ¿iso, and the land suffered»

Approximately twenty seven thousand miles of travel,

covering the entire length of the river twice, and
certain sections of it many tines more, have gene into
the making of the book* To roach the actual source
required a lengthy horseback trip, and there have
boon some long and arduous climbs on f ot* Three
flights were necessary in order to reveal certain

aspects of the river and the country* host of the 
it

-.Journey was done by autdmobilo making possible to 
carry the eight by ton canora with which the majority 

of the photographs woro made*
To encompass s eft a vast amount of subject matter 

within tho binding of one book, r squired the moot 

severe elimination of material and my sins of omis­

sion nay bo many, but in each major division of the 
river, and each sub-division, I have tried to in­

clude only the pioture material which most clearly 
showed tho characteristics of that region« The 
greatest cooperation and curtesy have been given no 

by nil from.- horn I have sought help and information



thnotyÿiont fcîi v.ork, and to thon 1 an deop y pratoftxl» 

Po?’ this oxhibition, a soloction of prints has

boon nad© to nosont in this fona tho noafc essential 

aspects fron FOLLOW TH-> RIO GRäHDS» ■
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