LAURA GILPIN PHOTOGRAPHER

614 Alameda Road : Santa Fe, N. M.
P.,0.Bex 1173

August 2
1946,

Mrs. Beaumont Newhall,
Museum of Modern Art,
11 wext 53rd St.,

New York, 19

New Yorks:

Dear Mrs. Newhall:i=

It 1s hard indeed te realize
that more than a year has gone by since 1 had
such 8 pleasdant vigit with you in New York.
My book progresses though it seems at times
slowly, but after all it is e job. iy chaef
heddicap has been this unprecedented dreught.
How could I ever have forseen that? On the
whole great high area of the Rieo Grande
drainage where ¥ normally an average snowfall
66 eight feet, it measuredin inches last yvear,
and that ceme oenly in April,; with the result
that the peor river has been a pitiful trickle.
But fortunately I get lots of material last
summer end fall of the river itself with lets
of water snd after all drought 1s part ef the
picture and I shall include a few sk Dt hunm,
In February I finally get back te Yucatan
te finish my work of Chiche Itza which I began
fourteen years agoe. I dont believe that this
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boek was inately en agenda when 1 saw you,
but uaqt' House 1s dolng this ss a compsnion
plece to Puebles mnd I tru®t that 1t will
be a far superior job of reproduction, This
book w111 be ready te go in a about two weeks,
Both books are tasking me much lenger than
I had expected for it will be early next year
before I can possibly have the Rio Grande
ready te send te Duell, Slosn & Pearce, They
have seen a good part of what has already been
done and seem well satfsfied and have granted
me time to finish properly.
I looking ahead for the next six moenths
I know that I shall have te reimburse my
ba k account semehow or else stop and slave
at portraiture for a while, and I am thinking
of what I have at the moment that could bring
in returns. I have been wondering 1f there
are Museurs whbch would be interested 1in a
portfelie of prints of Chichen Itza, I have
covered it pretty completely now and have 1n
about 100 prints,. Ihe original negatives
ing to tr*ﬂSLOPtdt50 difficulties,
of these I have ged to 11x14 as
I;T‘?utk of a
have been eX-
X over the country,
heve added the great Ball
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