
KENTMERE FARM
KENNETH N. GILPIN 

BOYCE, CLARKE COUNTY
VIRGINIA

December 31,1946

Miss Laura Gilpin
P. 0. Box 1173
Santa Fe, N. Mexico

Dear Laura:

Isabella and I were delighted to get your letter at 
Christmas time. I know you have been busy as usual, and I 
AM SURE YOUR BOOK WILL BE a GREAT SUCCESS. I AM GLAD YOU 
HAVE SUCH AN ATTRACTIVE PLACE FOR YOUR HEADQUARTERS, AND 
EXPECT YOU WILL SEE DONALD BEFORE VERY LONG. He AND MADELAINE 
STOPPED BY HERE FOR A FEW DAYS ON THEIR WAY WEST, AND I 
CERTAINLY ENJOYED SEEING THEM ALL.

We HAD A WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS HERE TOGETHER, THE FIRST 
FOR A LONG TIME. TYSON, CATH, AND THEIR THREE YEAR OLD SON 
HAVE A LITTLE APARTMENT OVER THE STABLE AT KENTMERE, AND 
HIS JOB IS SUCH THAT HE GETS ABOUT THREE MONTHS OFF IN THE 
FALL. He goes back to New York next week. Kay was here for 
the Holidays from Princeton, where he is a Senior, as he 
HAD STILL HIS THESIS TO WRITE BEFORE GRADUATING, AND I AM 
GLAD HE IS GOING TO FINISH UP. HE WILL PROBABLY GO IN BUSINESS 
HERE, AS HE AND ANOTHER MAN ARE RUNNING THE FARMERS SUPPLY 
Company, which sells about everything from tombstones to 
BABY CARRIAGES.

Isabella and I plan to leave January 15th for Florida, 
TO BE GONE UNTIL SPRING, AS THE DOCTORS INSIST I BE IN A 
WARM CLIMATE FOR THE TIME BEING. FRANKLY I DON'T PROTEST TOO 
MUCH, AS IT WILL BE A PLEASURE RATHER THAN A HARDSHIP. My 
STORY IS BRIEFLY TOLD J I HAD AN ATTACK OF CORONARY THROMBOSIS 
August 27th, at Saratoga Springs, just after our sale up there 
WAS COMPLETED. THIS ATTACK WAS FOLLOWED BY FOUR OTHERS OVER 
A PERIOD OF THREE OR FOUR WEEKS. I WAS THEN TAKEN TO THE 
Presbyterian Hospital in New York, where I stayed until early 
November, and then home. So far I do practically nothing, 
except taking a drive in the afternoon, and walking about the 
HOUSE A BIT, BUT BY SPRING THEY SAY I WILL BE ABLE TO DRIVE 
A CAR, AND GO ABOUT LIFE NORMALLY.

My very best love, and do keep in touch with us,
SENDING US ANY CHANGE OF ADDRESS.

Affectionately

©ILpiN



KENTMERE FARM
KENNETH N. GILPIN 

BOYCE, CLARKE COUNTY 
VIRGINIA

P. s.
I MAY HAVE WRITTEN YOU ONCE BEFORE ON THIS SUBJECT, SOME 
YEARS AGO, BUT I WOULD LIKE IF POSSIBLE TO GET YOU TO DO 
SOME PROFESSIONAL WORK FOR ME, AS I BELIEVE YOU HAVE THE 
NECESSARY DATA. THAT IS TO TAKE OUR GENEALOGY, STARTING 
with Tyson, Kenneth, Jr., and Bettie Brooke (really starting 
at McGhee Tyson, Jr., Tysons’ son) and carrying it on back 
to the Gilpin that came over from Englans. I am not sure 
WHETHER IT WAS JOSEPH, OR JUST WHICH ONE. FROM THERE ON 
BACK I HAVE IT. ANY OTHER DATA THAT YOU POSSIBLY HAVE 
COULD BE INCORPORATED IN SUCH A PAMPHLET. I KNOW THIS WILL 
REQUIRE SOME WORK, AND REALIZE THAT YOU CANNOT POSSIBLY DO 
ANYTHING ON IT UNTIL SPRING OR SUMMER, BUT I WISH YOU WOULD 
LET ME KNOW IF YOU COULD DO IT.

K.N.G

N.B
In telling you of the FAMILY above, I COMPLETELY left out 
Bettie Brooke. We are going to have to put her in Boarding 
School for the next three months while we are in Florida. 
She IAS GOTTEN VERY TALL, IS VERY STRONG, AND IS VERY MUCH 
OF A TOMBOY. I THINK YOU AND SHE WOULD GET ALONG SPLENDIDLY 
TOGETHER. I HAD HOPED TO TAKE HER ON SOME SORT OF CAMPING 
TRIP IN THE West THIS SUMMER OR NEXT, BUT I IMAGINE THAT IS 
OUT AS FAR AS I AM CONCERNED.

K
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