June 19, 1939,

Miss Erna Fergusson,
Albuquerque,
Hew liexico.

My deer Miss Fergusson:

Since I saw you in Senta Fe I have
been thinking = great deal about the possible illustrations
for your book and I heve several thoughts on the subject that
T would like to try to explain to you.

You are doubtless mware of some of the fine work
thet has been done with photomontege. It seems to me, as
you deseribed your book to me, that it would lend itself
adnirably to this treatment.

Since my return home I have been inguiring as to
whether there is even one longhorn steer left in Colorado.
T think I em on the way to finding one, and it occurs to me
that for the subject, as you deseribed it, it would be inter-
esting to meke a composite of a longhorn and a modern show
steer, with a cowboy twirling e leriat. T heve this pictuwre
quite clearly visualized, and I think there sre others thab
T cen work out in the seme memner. If I cen find the longhorn
I coan meke this pleture here in Colorado as well as in Texas,
end I should be interested to do this one in any event and send
it to you ns a semple, and you could send 1t to !r. Enoph.

As to figuring on the cost of sixteen 1llustrations
for your book, I find it a very difficult thing to do, end T
am wondering if it would be possible in any wey to do it on 2
royalty basis.

Within the next few days I will send you a few things
that I think might be suitable, for your eonsideration and for
you to send to Ir. Imoph if you wish. Tt might be that some
things co:ld be done with the composite treatment and some as
stroight photogrephs.

T was interested to learn that you are considering
Colorado as pert of the southwest. I heve never thought of it
as such, and I am wondering just what you would wish to include
from this state., Of course, lesa Verde does seem to be a part
of the southwest, but Central City is quite far removed, both in
spirit end distance.
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0f course, I have a great many photogrephs of
Central City, of the towm, of tho thbater, and of all of the
productions, and I will send you a fow of these.

I am enclosing the ennouncement on this year 's
perfornance at Central City, and I see that the production is
not ruming quite as long as usual, I do hope that you cen
come up, and if you can, let me know as soon as possible what
your plans ere end I will get tickets for both of us and we can
go up from here together. I do not yet lkmow whether I shall be
photographing this yeer 's performense, as they usually do not
send for me wntil the eleventh hour.

T do not know whether the photomontage appeals to
you at all and I should be most interested to know your reaction
to this. I cen alse visuslize another picture that you deseribed
to me, of the oil field and the house with the Corinthian columns.
As long as you are treating the book in a modern way, it seems
to me that this night be fum to do for the illustrations, at
least in part.

It was a great pleasure to see you again, and I hope
the plans will work out for you to come up for the Central City
feostival,

With best wishes,  em,

Very sincerely yours,
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