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that the Indian must be assimilated, La Farge grew
to believe fervently in the Indian’s right to preserve
his own heritage. Much of his work as consultant
to the Bureau of Indian Affairs was directed toward
helping the Indian preserve his religious and cul-
tural identity. For more than thirty years he worked
tirelessly to win enactment of legislation to improve
the Indian’s economic condition, to assist in his
legal battles, and to inform the public of his prob-
lems. This well-written biography not only conveys
the vivid personality of La Farge but also tells the
fascinating story of the cause that shaped his life.

D’ARCY McNICKLE, Professor of Anthropology
at the University of Saskatchewan, was formerly
on the Commissioner’s staff of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs and served as Director of American Indian
Development from 1952 to 1966. He is author of
They Came Here First and The Indian Tribes of the
United States, and of two novels and numerous
articles on Indian affairs.

D’Arcy McNickle, a Flathead Indian and a former
Bureau of Indian Affairs Administrator, makes a
scholarly contribution to American history and the
biographical information surrounding its formu-
lation in ““Indian Man.” Oliver La Farge made an
impact upon the nation’s Indian policy over nearly
four decades. It is fitting that his unique talent be
described by a man who was close to the scene
when La Farge played upon it.
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